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Kenya  (BP)  —  The  new  that  conth>is 
Southern  have  no  over 

took  notes  as  veteran  Cum- 

mins  shared  philosophy,  how-to  tips.  Economic  realities  mean  numerous 
and  guidelines  for  planting  churches,  roads  are  in  poor  repair,  mined  with 
Three  decades  experience  potholes  that  blow  tires  or 
hundreds  of  churches  validated  Cum- 
mins’  when  an- 

nounced  his  “primary  goal  between  vehicles  roar  with 

now  and  of  the  first-  bad  lights,  bald  tires 

termers  concentrated  even  and  loose  steering.  Repairs  are  too  ex- 

the  next  few  pensive  for  drivers.  Public  transport, 
years  is  . .  .”  he  paused  dramatically  buses  and  taxis,  are  dangerously 
. .  not  to  die  on  a  Kenya  road.’’  overloaded.  Roadsides  teem  with 
^  liie  rookies’  nervous  laughter  show-  pedestrians. 

^  though  they  had  been  in  Althou^  saying  Africans  are  more 

^(\  Africa  only  a  few  months,  they  had  superstitious  than  Americans  or 

Wj  enough  firsthand  experience  to  iden-  Asians  or  Europeans  would  be  ab- 

^  ^  gc  tify  with  what  Cummins  was  saying,  surd,  folk  beliefs  also  play  a  part  in ' 

\^A  Dead  missionaries  don’t  organize  making  driving  unsafe. 

/\  ^ \  V»  1  P  churches,  or  preach  sermons,  or  tell  Missionaries  in  Ethiopia  notice  that 

^00>‘  j.  ^  '’*’  people  about  Jesus.  Missionaries  in-  people  often  dart  right  in  front  of  cars, 

/*.\«*l\  «»»•  A^B^Tm.  m.  if,  volved  in  auto  accidents  that  kill  sometimes  crisscrossing  with  so¬ 

others  are  hampered  —  and  meone  running  from  the  other  side  of 
NEW  FRIENDS  —  A  troupe  of  128  Russian  circus  performers  found  new  friends  in  members  of  Eastside  Baptist  Church  sometimes  paralyz^  —  by  grief  and  the  road.  The  best  explanation  mis- 
in  Marietta,  Ga.  The  group  was  stranded  in  Marietta  when  its  promoters  dropped  their  support  after  the  first  two  performances  guilt.  Those  robbed  on  the  highway  sionaries  have  found  for  the  practice: 

were  not  well  attended.  Cathryn  Harrelson  (left)  and  Paulina,  one  of  the  Soviets,  became  fast  friends  though  they  do  not  speak  must  deal  with  fe<^.  a  belief  that  evil  spirits  trail  close 

-  ’  --  • - *--  - — - -  *  -  «  -  Events  in  recent  months  vividly  il-  behind  people;  and  if  they  can  dash 

lustrate  some  of  those  realities.  close  enou^  in  front  of  a  vehicle,  the 
In  November,  as  missionary  Tim  spirits  will  get  run  over. 

Tidenberg  drove  through  Dar  es  In  many  African  countries,  the 
Salaam,  Tanzania,  a  6-year-old  boy  night  is  almost  pitch-black  before  non¬ 
standing  beside  the  road  darted  into  Western  drivers  turn  on  their 


ians  and  Soviet  circus 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  ministry  of  quire  staying  in  America.  The  boy’s  In  any  case,  the  troupe  will  leave  After  two  court  appearances, 
a  C^rgia  Southern  Baptist  church  mother,  who  didn’t  seem  to  under-  Atlanta  with  a  knowledge  of  Jesus  and  Tidenberg  was  cleared  of  responsibili- 
became  a  circus  when  it  befriended  stand  everything  the  doctor  told  her,  evidence  of  his  love.  The  movie  ty  for  the  tragedy. 

128  Russian  circus  performers.  did  understand  that  staying  here  “Jesus”  in  Russian  was  shown  on  the  In  December,  70-year-old  Imogene 

The  troupe's  two-year  tour  of  peace  would  result  in  “many  problems,”  in-  motel’s  cable  channel.  Bryant  said  Martz  flew  from  her  home  in  Birm- 
and  goodwill  ended  in  Atlanta  after  eluding  her  and  her  husband’s  lack  of  most  of  the  group  watched  the  ingham,  Ala.,  to  visit  her  missionary 
the  first  two  performances  were  not  English  skills  and  jobs.  evangelistic  film,  if  only  to  hear  son,  John  Martz,  and  his  family  in 

well  attended.  The  promoters  backed  -pjjg  Russians  have  already  faced  something  in  their  native  language.  Namibia.  Leaving  the  airport,  the  car 
out,  leaving  the  artists  Strang,  toy  many  problems  in  the  United  States.  After  the  movie  one  man  told  she  was  in  was  involv^  in  a  head-on 
Bryant,  di^tor  of  the  Care  Minist^  j^y  29  the  group  was  evicted  from  Bryant  there  was  “too  much  talk  of  ‘^^^^•sion.  While  awaiting  sui^ery  to 

“«  *'»'«’  ">■•  th^jilS^"StEK.sq^  pin  .n  her  broken  leg,  she  died 

Marietta,  learned  of  the  pertormere  more  than  two  weeks.  Bryant  said  the  tioned  her  about  her  faith  Another  ... 

plight  on  the  mormng  of  May  11.  By  manager  was  very  cooperative,  but  person  asked  for  a  copy  of  the  film  In  January  missionaries  James 

1  p.m.  she  had  airanged  lunch  for  150  ^hen  Uie  bill  reacl^l  $10^,  he  could  ST  B?ySt  was  aWe  to  provS’ 

pe^le.  She  spent  the  r«t  of  ^  toonth  not  permit  the  group  to  continue  its  5?,en  SSe  aS  a^t  hKith  *’°T  k 

calling  area  restaurants  and  grocery  ctav  o  car  trouble.  As  Gibson  drove  through 

stoi^  to  secure  food  for  three  meals  Proceeds  from  a  benefit  tourna-  Spiritual  Laws  tract  printed  in  Rus-  diSeSv^to'Sontoftte?  ^ 

®  “y  .  _  ,  .  _  „  ,  ment  and  a  corporate  donation  from  gian  and  said  “This  is  what  we  ^f™®ss,  direcUy  in  front  of  their  w. 

Thwgh  Bryant  do«  not  know  all  of  a  local  miniature  golf  company  wiU  be  Li"eve”  is  nai  e  Gibson  jamm^  dwn  on  the  brakes, 

the  details  concerning  the  groups  In  pny  ^  motel  bills  Ijm  nar  gjid  ,nto  |},e  nian  killing 

finances,  she  said,  “I  saw  that  they  ,.  w  •  *•  tracts  were  him.  Villagers  stcxied  Gibson’s  car,  but 

were  without  food  due  to  cir-  When  police  officers  be^n  evicting  donated  by  a  Presbyterian  church  later  police  reports  included  a  state- 

cumstances  beyond  their  control,  and  performers,  Biyant  receive  a  fran-  preparing  to  make  a  trip  to  Moscow,  ment  from  village  elders  that  the  ac- 

I  don’t  want  anyone  to  go  hungry.”  ^  family,  whom  Bryant  does  not  cident  was  unavoidable. 

In  addition  to  providing  food,  helped  them  move  across  the  know,  delivered  100  New  Testaments  Also  in  January,  missionary  Dennis 

Bryant  enlisted  the  volunteer  services  street  to  another  motel.  jn  Russian  to  be  given  to  the  McCall  a  Mississippian  was  headed 

of  seven  dentists  and  other  medical  By  that  time,  the  Russians  “had  just  performers.  home  in  Burundi  after  going  to  the 

specialists.  One  performer  underwent  about  had  all  they  could  take,”  Bryant  nurinc  lunch  one  dav  Brvant  driving  slowly,  but  a 

a  heart  catheterization  and  now  said.  'Their  animals,  costumes  and  u/nnHg.rJ5i  hnu;  in  riicfrihntP  iHp  n«i;  stepped  into  his  path  and  was 
seems  to  be  doing  fine.  Others  have  equipment  were  in  other  locations,  tw, ono  man  «taw  tha  hnnkc  knocked  down.  McCall  jumped  out  of 
had  wisdom  teeth  pulled,  root  canals  some  as  far  away  as  New  York,  and  j  u.---  -oaHino  sinnn  virtnaiiv  all  ****  found  the  man  was  OK. 

done  and  bridges  repaired.  the  group  heard  varying  reports  on  New  Thstoments  were  beinc  r^d  tempered  when  he 

One  man  who  speaks  minimal  their  condition.  People  who  were  us-  *  returned  to  the  car  and  discovered  his 

English  has  accompanied  each  per-  ed  to  wrestling  bears  and  swinging  Most  of  the  Russians  have  a  concept  briefcase,  containing  $800  and  impor- 
son  needing  dental  work.  With  sar-  from  a  trapeze  were  growing  restless  of  God,  but  they  do  not  know  about  tant  papers,  had  been  stolen, 
casm  he  said,  “This  is  my  dream:  of  sitting  in  a  motel  room  and  depen-  Jesus,  Bryant  said.  ‘They  have  been  'Ib  drive  in  Africa  and  many  other 
Come  to  America  and  go  to  the  den-,  ding  on  donations.  able  to  see  the  love  of  Jesus  as  we  developing  areas  of  the  world  is  to  risk 

tist  every  day.”  By  the  end  of  the  month,  a  contract  share  food  and  our  time  in  taking  dying  or  killing  someone  else  at  a  rate 

Another  coimle  has  a  2-year-oldson  was  pending  for  the  performers  to  them  to  the  doctor  and  to  our  homes,”  beyond  the  comprehension  of  most 
who  is  blind.  The  toddler  was  taken  to  return  to  the  big  top.  If  the  contract  she  said.  “They  may  leave  without  Americans.  Many  African  drivers  are 
a  specialist  who  determined  that  a  is  not  signed,  the  entertainers  pro-  knowing  Jesus  personally,  but  at  least  almost  as  apt  to  pass  uphill  and 
cornea  transplant  is  the  only  way  to  bably  will  return  to  Russia,  Bryant  we’ve  introduced  them  to  Jesus  for  around  curves  as  on  straightaways 
restore  his  sight.  But  that  would  re-  said.  maybe  the  first  time.”  because  of  a  common  African  world 


r 


Baptists  share  burden  of  nation’s  health-care 


Bv  Janet  Cramer 


t  r  p^le  diagnosed  with  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syni- 
drome  (AIDS).  As  of  February,  more  than  121,000 
•  Americans  had  been  diagnosed  with'AIDS.  Not-aH'are 
'  homosexuals  or  intravenous  drug  users.  •  ' 

•Aging  population.  People  are  living  longdr,  partly  due 
■:  r  to  advances  in  medical  technology,  bnt'th^  need  mere 
^  health-care  services,  Perkins  not^.  "  . 

<  One-third  of  the  nearly  $100  billion  in  annual  Medicare 

benefits  goes  to  5  percent  of  the  recipients  who  are  in 
the  last  year  of  their  lives.  '• 

•  Increased  insurance  usage.  More  and  more  families 
are  headed  by  two  wage-earner^.  When  couples  have  in¬ 
surance  through  thdr  employers,  duplication  of  coverage 
may  occur,  resulting  in  100  percent  benefit  payments. 

<  With  out-of-pocket  expenses  eliminated,  people  tend  to 
use  more  health-care  services.  As  a  result,  Perkins  said, 
insurance  companies  are  paying  a  greater  percentage 
of  health-care  costs,  and  more  frequently.  This  cost  even¬ 
tually  results  in  higher  premiums.  '> 

•  Inflation.  For  the  past  10  years,  the  inflation  rate  for 
health  care  has  been  twice  that  of  all  other  items.  If  the 
daily  cost  of  a  $109  hospital  bed  had  simply  kept  up  with 
inflation  in  the  ’80s,  it  would  cost  $179  a  day  now  rather 
than  the  $265  that  actually  is  charged. 

Coping  with  the  costs 

How  are  Americans  Coping  with  the  galloping  costs  of* 
health  care  insurance? 

Some  simply  settle  for  inadequate  coverage,  or  in  some 
cases  no  coverage  at  all. 

A  subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee 
heard  a  report  that  1  million  Americans  annually  are 
denied  health  care  because  they  can’t  afford  to  pay 
I  premiums.  And  14  million  people  don’t  even  seek 
’  coverage,  because  they  know  they  can’t  afford  it. 

Managed  care  programs  are  another  way  in  which 
Americans  are  seeking  to  contain  health-care  costs.  ’The 
number  of  Americans  enrolled  in  managed  care  pro¬ 
grams  tripled  between  1980  and  1989.  'Thresh  such  things 
as  hospital  precertification,  second  surgical  opinion  and 
individual  case  management,  insurance  companies  can 
verify  that  recommended  procedures  are  needed  and 
that  patients  receive  adequate  care  at  reasonable  costs, 
Perkins  said. 

There  is  a  growing  concern  that  mai^  Americans  have 
various  kinds  of  elective  surgeries  rather  than  only  those 
to  save  their  lives,  he  said.  A^,  studies  show  that  85  per¬ 
cent  of  all  surgery  is  performed  without  a  discussion  of  the  fee 
between  doctor  and  i»tient. 

Insurance  companies  in  the  future  likely  will  scrutinize 
benefit  usage  more  closely,  Perkins  said. 

'The  federal  government  has  tightened  payments  under 
Medicare  and  is  shifting  more  health-care  costs  to  the  private 
sector.  Employers  are  tightening  eligibility  for  employer-paid 
insurance  plans,  Perkins  said,  ^me  are  requiring  employees 
to  pay  part  or  all  of  the  premium. 

In  1989,  45  percent  of  1,943  employers  surveyed  required 
employees  to  pay  part  or  all  of  the  premiums  for  individual 
coverage;  75  percent  required  employee  contributions  for 
dependent  coverages. 

Health  promotion  and  disease  prevention  are  seen  by  some 
as  an  answer  to  improving  the  nation’s  health.  In  various  ad¬ 
dresses  Sullivan  has  urged  Americans  to  take  personal  respon¬ 
sibility  for  how  they  live,  to  care  for  themselves  and  those 
around  them. 

Sullivan  emphasized  that  the  crisis  in  the  natim’s  health-care 
system  cannot  be  solved  by  focusing  only  on  the  treatment  of 
disease.  Americans  must  focus  increasingly  on  disease  preven¬ 
tion  and  health  promotion,  he  said. 

A  strong  federal  program  of  basic  biomedical  research  also 
is  an  indispensable  key  to  a  better  and  healthier  future  for 
Americans,  Sullivan  insisted.  Also,  there  is  growing  interest 
in  a  national  health-care  system. 

There  is  a  growing  cQn^nsus  on  several  key  principles; 
health  insurance  for  evwy  American,  covering  preventive 
medicine  by  primary-cdre  physicians  and  covering  the  costs 
of  catastrophic  illness. ' 

'The  burden  of  providing  and  paying  for  such  coverage  may 
have  to  be  shared  among  individuals,  businesses  and  govern¬ 
ments,  Perkins  said. 

Insurance  companies,  health-care  providers,  employers, 
employees  and  public  officials  must  find  ways  to  address  the 
health-care  crisis,  Perkins  said.  As  the  population  ages  and  new 
technologies  are  developed,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  nation 
will  devote  more  and  more  resources  to  health  care.  Some  say 
annual  health-care  costs  could  reach  $1.5.  trillion  —  $5,550  per 
.person by  the  year,  2000. 


The  annual  cost  of  health  care  in  the  United  States  has 
skyrocketed  from$50  billion  to  $650  billion  in  the  past  20 
years.  If  salaries  increased  as  fast,  a  person  earning 
$10,000  in  1970  would  have  made  $130,000  in  1989. 

Southern  Baptists  are  part  of  the  nation's  health-care 
crisis,  emphasized  Mac  H.  Perkins,  a  director  in  the  An¬ 
nuity  Bqard’s  insurance  services  division. 

A  35-year-old  pastor  paid  an  average  of  $51.75  a  month 
for  m^ical  coverage  for  his  family  in  1973  when  the 
Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board  began  offering  coverage 
through  Aetna  Life  Insurance  Co.  In  January  1990,  a 
35-year-old  pastor  paid  $256  to  $313  a  month'  for  family 
coverage. 

In  the  past  10  years,  the  Annuity  Board  has  seen 
medical  claims  climb  from  $17.5  million  to  $89.4  million 
—  a  410  percent  increase. 

The  Nilson  Report  on  Bankruptcy  listed  health-care 
spending  as  the  leading  cause  of  personal  bankruptcies 
in  1988. 

These  statistics  are  alarming,”  said  Perkins,  one  of 
several  Annuity  Board  officials  who  recently  address¬ 
ed  state  Baptist  executive  directors  and  editors  in  Dallas. 

“Americans  view  health  care  as  a  right,  not  a  privilege 
afforded  only  to  the  very  rich,”  he  said. 

But  a  noted  medical  ethicist  has  argued  that  society 
will  never  be  able  to  meet  individual  health  desires. 
Nevertheless,  society  must  meet  health  needs,  wrote 
Daniel  Callahan  in  What  Kind  of  Life:  Choosing  Health 
in  American  Society. 

Defining  health  needs  and  finding  affordable  ways  to 
meet  them  are  challenges  facing  health-care  providers, 
insurance  companies,  governments,  employers  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  Perkins  said. 

He  listed  13  factors  that  are  contributing  to 
skyrocketing  health-care  costs. 

•  Increased  technolo^cal  sophistication.  With  so  many 
medical  advances  in  recent  decades  —  organ 
transplants,  CAT  scans,  magnetic  resonance  imagers  — 
people  tend  to  forget  that  death  is  very  much  a  part  of 
life.  While  Americans  now  can  delay  that  inevitable  event 
longer  than  their  parents  could,  they  frequently  do  so  at 
enormous  cost. 

As  expensive  new  technologies  have  been  developed, 
little  has  been  done  to  measure  their  effectiveness.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  a  report  issued  by  the  National  Health  Care 
Campaign,  knowledge  of  what  constitutes  good  health 
care  has  not  kept  pace  with  growing  technical  capabilities. 

•  Geographic  redundancy  in  health-care  services.  Hospitals 
in  the  same  area  are  duplicating  services,  rather  than  shar¬ 
ing  expensive  medical  equipment.  Why?  One  reason  is  com¬ 
petition.  More  and  more  hospitals  now  aggressively  market 
their  services. 

Michael  C.  Killian,  director  of  marketing  and  public  affairs 
at  a  suburban  Detroit  hospital,  observed,  “Perceived  quality 
is  becoming  the  single  most  important  differentiating  factor 
for  health-care  organizations.” 

“Sometimes  duplicating  expensive  medical  equipment 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  ‘keeping  up  with  the  Joneses,’  ” 
Perkins  comment. 

•  More  malpractice  suits.  With  the  public’s  growing 
awareness  of  new  medical  techniques  has  come  a  growing 
tendency  to  expect  doctors  to  perform  miracles  by  using  them. 
Many  Americans  no  longer  accept  anything  but  perfection  in 
health  care.  When  they  feel  they  haven’t  received  it,  they  sue 
the  doctor  —  the  most  visible  and  accessible  target.  A  recent 
Harvard  study  concluded  that  only  1  percent  of  hospital  pa¬ 
tients  were  victims  of  negligence,  Perkins  noted.  The  study  also 
found  that  80  percent  of  patients  who  sued  for  negligence  had 
no  basis  for  doing  so. 

As  malpractice  suits  have  increased,  doctors’  liability  in¬ 
surance  for  an  obstetrician  averaged  $10,946.  By  1987,  the 
average  was  $^,015. 

•  Defensive  medicine.  Doctors  increasingly  have  begun  to 
overtest  to  defend  against  patients’  lawsuits  and  are  perform¬ 
ing  a  growing  number  of  questionable  defensive  surgical  pro- 
c^ures,  Pei^ins  said. 

•  Unnecessary  procedures.  Quality  care  to  some  people 
means  more  care.  But  as  much  as  25  percent  of  what 
Americans  spend  for  health  care  does  not  buy  needed  care  nor 
provide  an  increased  measure  of  quality,  according  to  U.S. 
S^retary  of  Health  and  Human  services  Louis  W.  Sullivan.  Ex¬ 
perts  say  more  than  $125  billion  is  spent  each  year  for  un¬ 
necessary,  wasteful  or  inappropriate  procedimes. 

A  study  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
estimated  that  nearly  half  of  all  coronary  artery  bypasses  are 
unnecessary. 


Galloping  health-care  inflation 
must  be  reined  in.  ■ ' 


Natl.  Health 
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Annuity  Board 
Claims  Paid 


SOURCE:  Health  Care  Financing  Administration 
Estimate  from  Dept,  of  Health  &  Human  Services 


The  cost  in  terms  of  lives  lost  is  incalculable.  U.S.  News  & 
World  Report  estimated  as  many  as  50,000  Americans  may  have 
died  in  1989  due  to  unnecessary  procedures. 

•-Doctors’  fees.  For  more  than  a  decade,  doctors’  net  incomes 
have  been  rising  50  percent  faster  than' those  of  all  other 
workers  in  the  Unit^  States.  Perkins  cited  an  American 
Medical  Association  surv^  showing  that  between  1981  and  1988 
physicians’  median  earnings  rose  from  $75,000  to  $120,000. 

•  Growing  administrative  costs.  A  1990  report  of  the  National 
Health  Care  Campaign  estimates  the  number  of  health-care 
administrators  is  increasing  three  times  faster  than  the  number 
of  doctors.  Administrative  costs  may  add  as  much  as  20  per¬ 
cent  to  the  nation’s  health-care  bill. 

A  1986  article  in  the  New  England  Journal  of  Medicine 
reported  that  in  1983  Americans  paid  more  than  $77  billion  for 
administrative  costs  such  as  billing,  record-keeping,  advertis¬ 
ing,  and  marketing. 

•  Mandated  coverage.  A  growing  number  of  states  have  man¬ 
dated  that  insurance  companies  pay  benefits  for  treatment  of 
alcoholism,  drug  abuse  aito  eating  disorders  just  as  they  would 
any  other  illness,  Perkins  noted. 

According  to  John  LeDell,  vice  president  of  Prudential  In¬ 
surance  Co.,  expenses  for  addiction  treatments  are  the  highest 
and  fastest  growing  medical  expense  in  the  nation. 

•  Growing  numbers  of  uninsured  people.  According  to  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Human  Services  estimates,  33  million 
Americans  are  uninsured.  As  many  at  15  million  can’t  afford 
insurance  premiums ;  2  million  are  denied  coverage  because 
they  have  pre-existing  conditions;  others  have  employers  who 
don’t  offer  insurance. 

Those  without  insurance  see  doctors  less  often,  Perkins  said. 
When  they  need  medical  care,  they  rely  on  hospital  emergen¬ 
cy  rooms.  Emergency  room  treatment  is  far  more  costly  than 
visits  to  doctors’  offices. 

Hospitals  are  losing  millions  of  dollars  in  uncompensated 
medical  services.  To  recover  the  losses,  they  raise  their  rates. 
Those  with  insurance  coverage  end  up  paying  the  higher  rates, 
Perkins  pointed  out. 

•  AIDS  epidemic.  A  growing  number  of  the  uninsured  are 
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Mississippi  BJC  member 
airs  views  on  funding 


Mrs.  Dudley  J.  (Robbie)  Hughes  of 
Jackson  is  the  Mississippi  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Public 
Affairs  (^<Hninittee  Thus  she  is  the 
Mississippi  representative  on  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  a  nine-member  organization  of 
Baptist  conventions,  of  which  the 
Southern  Baptist  C^mvention  is  one 
The  following  statement  was  vmtten 
as  a  letter  to  the  editor,  but  is  much 
too  long.  Also,  though  it  relates  to  mat¬ 
ters  that  were  to  be  determined  at  the 
convention  in  New  Orleans,  it  was 
delivered  too  late  to  be  a  part  of  the 
final  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record 
before  the  convention.  Because  of 
Mrs.  Hughes’  position  on  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committ^  we  felt  her  views 
should  be  available  to  Mississippi 
Baptists  regardless  of  the  time  lapse. 
—  Editor 

As  the  only  Mississippi  member  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
Public  Affairs  Committee  (SBCPAC) 
1  feel  I  am  well  qualified  to  speak  to 
the  issue  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Public  Affairs  (BJCPA)  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Public 
Affairs  Committee.  The  Baptist 
Record  consistently  prints  misinfor¬ 
mation  about  both.  James  Dunn,  the 
executive  director  of  the  Baptist  Joint 
Committee  for  Public  Affairs,  is  pic¬ 
tured  as  a  champion  carrying  the 
banner  of  Southern  Baptists’  ideals. 
I  submit  to  you  that  Mr.  Dunn  does  not 
fit  that  description. 

James  Dunn’s  presence  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  People  for  the 
American  way  (PAW)  has  been  gloss¬ 
ed  over  repeatedly.  Norman  Lear,  the 
founder  of  PAW  and  producer  of  such 
TV  classics  of  immorality  as  “Mary 
Hartman,  Mary  Hartman,’’  announc¬ 
ed  that  the  formation  of  People  for  the 
American  way  was  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  “countering  the  threat” 
posed  by  “The  Religious  New  Right.” 
Lear  urged  “an  atmosphere  of 
tolerance  and  mutual  respect”  while 
at  the  same  time  he  promoted  the 
kind  of  promiscuity,  adultery, 
homosexuality,  and  profanity  that 
caused  some  TV  stations  to  refuse  to 
air  his  “Mary  Hartman”  show.  Lear’s 
programs  also  denigrated  the  family 
as  the  basic  unit  of  society  and  ridicul¬ 


ed  Christians.  Dunn  endorsed  Peo^ 
for  the  American  way  on  the  very  ^ 
program  that  denounced  two  former 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
presidents  and  several  SBC  pasting. 
Dunn  was  listed  on  the  People  for  the 
American  Way  stationery  as  “Dr. 
James  M.  Dunn,  Executive  Director, 
Baptist  Joint  C^onrunittee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs.”  I  construe  his  membership  in 
People  for  the  American  Way  as  a 
demonstration  of  his  mind-set  —  one 
that  is  not  aligned  with  that  of  most 
Southern  Baptists! 

I  have  in  hand  the  minutes  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs, 
March  5,  1990,  in  which  Dunn 
presented  “a  recommendation  that  a 
special  committee  evaluate  how 
member  bodies  are  represented  on 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  in  light 
of  the  proposed  cut  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  (Cooperative  Program 
funding.”  The  Executive  Committee 
members  agree  that  “although  some 
relationship  should  exist  between 
financial  contributions  and  the 
number  of  each  body’s  represen¬ 
tatives,  contributions  al^  shmild  not 
determine  representation.”  It  appears 
Mr.  Dunn  is  already  looking  fw  ways 
to  decrease  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention’s  representation  on  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  because  we  are 
seeking  to  decrease  our  funding. 

The  DECREASED  amount  of 
$50,000  still  represents  more  money 
than  the  other  eight  member  bodies 
combined  gave  the  Baptist  Joint  (Com¬ 
mittee  in  1989.  We  gave  $399,196  and 
the  other  eight  Baptist  member 
bodies  combined  gave  $48,948,  i.e 
Southern  Baptists  ^ve  89  percent  of 
the  actual  contributions  to  the 
member  budget  yet  have  only  about 
30  percent  member  representation. 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  is  so 
out  of  sync  with  Southern  Baptist 
thinking  that  there  is  seldom  a 
“meeting  of  minds”  in  the  annual 
meeting  in  Washington.  Although  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  gave 
more  than  ei^t  times  what  the  other 
eight  member  bodies  gave  last  year, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Public  Affairs 
Committee  is  still  treated  \^ith  con- 
(Continued  on  page  5) 


CSI  discusses  student 
exchanges  with  Mongolia 


ULAN  BATOR,  Mongolia  (BP)  - 
Mongolian  educators  have  expressed 
interest  in  student  exchanges  between 
Southern  Baptist  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  and  the  Mongo^•»-.State 
University. 

The  exchange  possibility  was 
discussed  during  a  recent  meeting  in 
Ulan  Bator,  Mongolia’s  capital,  by 
Mongolian  university  officials  and 
Jack  Shelby  of  (Cooperatives  Services 
International,  the  Southern  Baptist 
aid  organization. 

‘This  was  the  first  thing  the  people 
at  the  university  mentioi^,”  Shelby 
said.  ‘They  Ye  hungry  for  this  kind  (rf 
exchange  Thath  whm  I  lookfor  our 
next  big  thrust  to  develop  if  we  can 
Hnd  Baptist  schools  interested  in  pro¬ 
viding  scholarships,  and  I  believe  we 
can.” 

(Cooperative  Services  International 
has  sponsored  several  teams  of 
Southern  Baptist  teachers  who  have 
taught  Engl^  in  Mongolia,  trained 
Mongolians  in  English  teaching  and 
wortel  with  the  government  to  deign 


English  instruction  for  primary  and 
secondary  schools.  'The  government  is 
promoting  English  education  in  a 
drive  to  expand  economic  tie  with 
western  nations. 

Mc^olia,  a  once-isolated  nation  of 
2.5  million  people  wedged  between  the 
^Soviet  Union  and  (China,  has  joined  the 
ranks  of  conununist  state  opening  up 
to  the  Wet  Street  demonstrations  for 
democracy  were  going  on  daily  while 
Shelby  was  there,  he  said. 

“The  abnosphere  now  is  much 
more  open,  much  freer,  and  much 
more  progressive  than  it  was  three 
years  ago,”  be  observed.  “It’s  almost 
like  be^  in  a  different  country.” 

One  hi^  government  education  of¬ 
ficial  told  Sielby:  “We  must  move 
ahead  with  the  opening  to  the  West. 
The  pdky  of  our  government  is  to  im¬ 
prove  relations  with  non-socialist 
countries,  and  I’m  committed  to  car¬ 
rying  it  out.” 

Shelby  had  been  discouraged  from 
requesting  student  exchanges  during 
(Continued  on  page  6) 
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Nepal  promises  release 
of  Christian  prisoners 


KATMANDU,  Nepal  (BP)  -  The 
government  of  Nepal  has  assured  a 
visiti^  human  rights  delegation  that 
religious  freedom  will  prevail  in  the 
newly  democratized  kingdom. 

The  detection,  sponsor^  by  (Chris¬ 
tian  Solidarity  International,  also  was 
told  that  Nepalese  Christians  im¬ 
prisoned  for  promoting  their  faith 
soon  would  be  releas^.  Christian 
Solidarity,  a  worldwide  organization, 
campaigns  for  religious  freedom  and 
works  on  behalf  of  people  persecuted 
for  religious  beliefs. 

Defection  member  David  Atkinson 
said  the  group  came  to  Nepal  “to 
reflect  concern  of  Christians 
wwldwide”  for  29  Nepalese  (Christians 
in  [Hison,  including  nine  under  the  age 
of  18,  and  33  others  on  bail  pending 
appeal. 

“Our  further  concern  is  the  present 
constitutimi  (of  Nepal),  which  outlaws 


By  Michael  Chute 

(religious)  conversion,”  said  Atkin¬ 
son,  a  Roman  Catholic  and  Conser¬ 
vative  member  of  the  British 
Parliament. 

“We  leave  with  assurance  that 
prisoners  will  be  released  as  soon  as 
the  judicial  process  allows  and  that 
the  new  constitution  will  permit 
religious  freedom,”  Atkinson  added. 
“We  would  not  expect  Nepalese  Chris¬ 
tians  to  suffer  from  a  government  so 
committed  to  human  rights.” 

Atkinson  was  joined  on  the  four- 
member  team  by  Dorothy  ‘Ihft,  a 
FYesbyterian  and  legislative  assistant 
to  U.S.  Rep.  (Christopher  Smith,  R- 
NJ.;  Steven  Snyder,  a  Presbyterian 
{^tor  and  the  U.S.  president  of  (Chris¬ 
tian  Solidarity  International;  and  Zak 
Patnaik,  an  Indian  Baptist  and  ad¬ 
visor  to  the  or^nization’s  interna¬ 
tional  president  in  Zurich, 
Switzerland. 


The  delation  submitted  a  list  of  29 
Christians  serving  terms  in  Nepal 
prisons  to  Nepalese  Prime  Minister 
Krishna  Prasad  Bhattarai  and  to 
Nilambar  Acharya,  minister  of  law 
and  justice.  During  their  May  23-25 
visit,  the  delegation  members  also 
relayed  their  concerns  to  Nepali  Con¬ 
gress  Party  Supreme  Leader  (}anesh 
Man  Singh. 

“With  the  new  democracy  now  firm¬ 
ly  established  in  Nepal,  religious 
freedom  goes  hand  and  hand  with 
democracy,”  Snyder  said  during  a 
press  conference  May  25.  “We’re  in¬ 
terested  in  those  sharing  their  faith  — 
whether  Christian,  Buddhist,  Hindu  or 
some  other  religion  —  having  the 
freedom  to  share  that  faith  in  Nepal 
freely  and  without  interference” 

( More  stories  on  Nepal  are  on  page  6. ) 

Chute,  Baptist  Press  correspondent 
for  Asia,  is  traveling  in  Nepal. 


Mississippi-IUinois  partnership  begins 


Mississippi  and  Illinois  Baptists  will 
be  (Mssing  each  other  on  the  highway 
beginning  this  summer  as  a  missions 
partnership  begins. 

At  this  point,  two  Illinois  groups  are 
scheduled  to  participate  in  missions 
projects  in  Mississippi  and  15 
Mississippi  groups  are  in  line  for  work 
in  Illinois,  accoi^ing  to  Paul  Harrell, 
Mississippi  BrotheriiHxxl  director,  who 
is  coordinating  the  project 
assignments. 

Tlw  partnership,  endorsed  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  Executive  (Committee,  has 
already  been  kicked  off  with  a  group 
of  38  people  from  Northwest  Baptist 
Association  going  June  1-8  to  (Cham¬ 
paign  for  construction,  surveying,  and 
a  weekend  revival. 

The  two  Illinois  groups  will  be  com¬ 
ing  to  Tupelo  and  Jackin.  One  group 
will  be  working  with  Lee  Association 
in  a  mission  Vacation  Bible  School 
and  youth  Bible  studies,  June  24-29. 
The  second  group  will  work  at 
(Crestwood  Ba^^t  Mnter  in  Jackson 
in  various  ministries  including  VBS, 
July  8-13. 

A  coiqile  of  the  Mississipp  projects 
will  be  statewide,  most  of  the  rest  are 
being  m^nized  throu^  the  associa¬ 
tions.  In  September  ch  this  year,  an 
enrollment  training  clinic  for  Sunday 
School  will  be  directed  ^  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board.  ‘The  Board  is 
enlisting  volunteers  fitun  Mississippi 
for  this  project  which  will  take  place 
in  (Chicago. 

In  May  of  1991,  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Department  will 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

hold  a  witness  training  clinic.  Consul¬ 
tant  Keith  Williams  of  the  department 
said  the  clinic  will  train  church 
leaders  to  participate  in  a  People 
Search,  how  to  follow  up  on 
evangelistic  visits,  train  them  in  how 
to  present  the  gospel,  mark  a  New 
Testament,  and  how  to  teach 
evangelistically.  ‘This  project  will  take 
place  in  Peoria. 

The  Mississippi  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  is  directing  a  trip  by 
volunteers  to  the  Uptown  Baptist 
Church  in  Chicago  to  lead  in 
Backyard  Bible  Clubs,  help  cook  and 
serve  cmnmunity  meals,  do  visitation, 
and  nursing  home  ministry.  These 
volunteers  will  be  in  (Chicago,  July 
21-28. 


“Mississippi  and  Illinois  Bap¬ 
tists  will  pass  on  highway/' 

Other  projects  assigned  thus  far 
include: 

Rocky  Branch  (Church,  Oxford,  will 
take  27  peopfo  to  (warden  HiUs  (Church, 
(Champaig^  July  1-7,  for  construction 
of  a  sanctuary. 

Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss,  will  take 
20  youths  and  leaders  to  (Capital  City 
Association  in  ^jHingfield,  July  8-14, 
to  sing,  lead  Backyard  Bible  Gubs, 
and  do  survey.  The  Prentiss  (Church 
will  also  have  6-8  people  to  go  to  Men- 
dota  the  first  week  of  August  to  install 
sheetrock  for  an  education  building. 

Midway  (Church,  Meridian,  will  go 


to  the  Metro-East  Association  in  Flair- 
view  Heights,  July  14-21,  to  paint,  con¬ 
duct  a  revival,  VBS,  and  Backyard  Bi¬ 
ble  Clubs. 

First  Church,  Glendale,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  will  send  20  youths  and 
adults  to  Oak  Park,  Aug.  4-11,  for  VBS 
and  Backyard  Bible  Clubs. 

The  Acteens  of  Neshoba  Association 
will  go  to  Darien,  June  15-23,  to  lead 
in  Backyard  Bible  Clubs,  mornings 
and  evenings. 

Longview  Heights  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  take  about  35  members 
to  Garden  Hills  (Church,  (Champaign, 
July  14-21,  for  construction,  surveying, 
and  Backyard  Bible  Gubs. 

McLaurin  Heights  (Church,  F^rl, 
will  take  18  youths  and  16  adults  to 
Vale  (Church,  Bloomington,  June  16-23 
for  construction,  VBS,  surveying, 
night  youth  rallies  in  four  churchc^ 
and  musicals  in  malls. 

Ingram  (Church,  Baldwyn,  will  also 
go  to  the  Vale  (Church  with  18-12 
members,  July  7-14,  fw  construction 
work. 

Briar  Hill  (Church,  Fl(»ence,  will 
take  17-18  youths  with  four  adult  spon- 
SOTS  and  10-12  other  men  to  Fhirview 
Church,  July  28-Aug.  3.  The  youtte 
will  lead  in  two  VBS  and  the  men  will 
do  construction  and  repair  work. 

EUistown  (Church,  Blue  Springs,  will 
travel  with  35  youths  and  sponsors  to 
First  (Church,  Leroy,  July  14-22,  for  a 
youth  crusade. 

In  addition  to  these  projects,  there 
are  a  number  of  others  not  yet  assign¬ 
ed  to  Mississippi  churches. 

(Continued  on  page  4) 
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By  Indy  Whitten  yCT  ^  4^  3|ll||| 

Room  6103  at  Baptist  Hospital  in 
Jackson  held  an  atmosphere  of  ^ 

thanksgiving  and  gratitude,  as  Berta  jt 

Aquino  of  the  Dominican  Republic  ygyfe'  P 

began  recovery,  following  cancer  il|lS£.HjE8L,  f 

surgery.  She  can  see  in  her  life  a  net- 

woi^  of  loving  support,  and  she  P 

thanks  God  for  the  “network.” 

Berta  is  the  third  of  eight  children 

and  she  grew  up  in  Santo  Domingo,  . 

Dominican  Republic.  At  the  age  of  12 
she,  with  her  family,  began  attending 
a  small  mission  congr^ation  in  their 
neighborhood.  This  mission  also  had 
a  school  and  a  medical  clinic.  Berta 
was  baptized  at  the  age  and 
almost  from  the  beginning  she  felt 
called  to  Christian  service.  Matthew 
6 : 19  was  a  special  verse  to  her :  “Lay 
up  for  yourselves  treasures  on 
earth  ...  but  lay  up  treasures  in 
heaven.” 

When  she  finished  school  in  Santo 
Domingo,  she  began  looking  for  a 
seminary  where  she  could  better 
prepare  for  Christian  service.  She 
went  to  Cali,  Colombia,  in  1978  but  was 
able  to  a  permit  to  remain 
there.  In  1979,  she  started  her  studies 
the 

Educators  in  Recife, 
stayed  in 

graduated  in  December  1983. 

She  began  her 

Dominican  Republic  in  the  small  town 
of  San  Francisco  de  Macoris, 
missionary  of  the  Baptist  Convention 
of  her  country.  Later  she  located  in  the 
capital  for  the  promotion  of  religious 

education  in  the  churches.  IHP  bIHHHk  ‘ 

Her  medical  problems  began  when 

a  biopsy  revealed  that  rhe  had  breast  Berta  Aquino,  left,  from  the  Dominica 
cancer.  This  was  an  emotional  blow  nie  Ferrell  while  in  Jackson  to  undergo 
for  Berta  because  her  mother  had 

died  with  cancer  just  six  months  Spanish/Portuguese  speakers  served 
before.  as  translators  during  the  daytime 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  Deannie  and  Curtis  Ferrell, 
the  Dominican  Republic  went  into  ac-  furloughing  missionaries  from 


Mississippi-Illinois 
partnership  begins 


( Continued  from  page  3 )  is  leaking,  install  carpet,  and  do  inside 

include;  and  outside  repairs  on  the  building. 

First  Chimch,  Edinburg,  needs  8-15  chapin  Chapel  and  Lincoln  Church, 
adults  to  install  a  new  baptistry,  Jacksonville,  need  16-20  people  for 
scrape  and  paint  the  extenor  of  the  evangelism.  Backyard  Bible  Clubs, 
building,  do  some  plaster  work,  and  concerts  and  door  to  door  visitation, 
paint  interior  walls,  for  about  five  “any  ministry  which  will  in- 

days  of  work.  troduce  our  mission  to  its  communi- 

First  Spanish  Church,  Chicago,  fy» 

needs  5-10  people  to  repair  a  house  and  Illinois  Baptist  State  Camp,  halfway 
the  church  building,  the  last  part  of  between  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Pin- 
June  or  the  second  week  of  July.  ckneyville.  Ill.,  needs  4-6  counselors 
Tbwerviw  Church,  Belleville,  nee^  pggj  interest  in  working  with 

5-6  people  in  late  June  to  erect  an  ad-  troubled  youths.  Boys,  ages  13-16,  are 
dition  of  about  5,000  sq.  ft.  to  th^  ex-  referred  to  this  camp  by  the  juvenile 
isting  building.  .  ,  authorities.  They  also  persons  to 

First  Southern  Church,  Mattoon,  help  with  water  safety,  music,  land 
needs  help,  Aug.  13-18,  to  roof  and  sports,  the  office,  and  cooking, 
shingles  new  sanctuary  which  is  60 

X  120.’  For  details  on  any  of  these  projects, 

Uptown  Church,  Chicago,  needs  as  contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
soon  as  possible  a  team  to  repair  and  Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530, 
replace  roof  shingles  where  the  roof  Jackson.  MS  39205,  phone  968-3800. 


Discipleship  Training  recognizes 
‘  Wtstanding  association  director” 


HMB  opposes  student  s  activity 

director  in  Mississippi  by  the  state 
By  Jim  Newton  Discipleship  Training  Department, 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  Southern  at  a  time  when  the  HMB  is  facing  religious  liberty  and  to  the  convention  for  1990.  Mrs.  Calder  has  serv^  as 
aptist  Home  Mission  Board  has  stop-  budget  restraints,  priority  should  be  if  the  effort  to  defund  the  Baptist  Joint  Associations!  Discipleship  Training 
X^nding  student  semester  and  placed  on  sending  summer  and  Committee  succeeds.  director  for  Simpson  Association  for 

immer  missionaries  to  the  Baptist  semester  missionaries  to  field  “I  am  certain,”  added  Thomas,  10  years.  She  has  served  as 
lint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs.  ministry  assignments,  not  to  work  at  “that  if  the  Executive  Committee  had  Discipleship  Training  director  in  her 
The  decision  was  announced  by  another  SBC  agency  office.  proposed  an  87  percent  cut  in  the  home  church  at  Corinth  and  now  at 

ome  Mission  Board  President  Larry  The  semester  missionary,  Don  Home  Mission  Board's  budget,  its  First  Church,  Magee.  She  has  attend- 

ewis  following  an  incident  in  which  Chenevert  of  Slidell,  La.,  was  told  by  staff  would  be  doing  the  same  thing.”  ed  Gulfshore  and  Ridgecrest  for  ad- 
semester  missionary  of  the  HMB  his  HMB  supervisor  to  discontinue  Lewis  pointed  out  that  there  was  no  ^  ^  * 

lade  telephone  calls  soliciting  sup-  such  acUviUes,  but  was  not  fired  since  official  action  taken  by  HMB  directors  ^Ider  has  done  an 

)rt  for  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee,  the  missionary's  term  ended  at  the  or  its  executive  committee,  but  as  u  *5 

At  their  May  meeting,  members  of  conclusion  of  the  May  semester,  president  he  was  complying  with  the  traui^.  M  Night  (whmh  hy  had 

e  HMB  administrative  committee  Chenevert  is  a  recent  graduate  of  wishes  of  the  administrative  .*5^’ 

[pressed  opposition  to  the  student’s  Mississippi  College.  committee  saidH.GlenSchnling.mrwtor  wmis- 

volvement,  saying  they  felt  it  was  in-  Since  then,  Lewis  said  the  Baptist  anooints  summer  and 

j^a^.cU.«y.or._ 

ttnur.«a»«Utlon  dir«.. 

ICpaaloreuiiiiiglbOTtoattendthe  summer  and  semester  misaionariaa  reOTmcjdl^  graduates  who  serve  mis  Uldernmcheslou^gadeal 
_ a; _ Sr,  sisa.  Donfisri  irUnt  rnmmilidws  fnr  lO-weeK  terms.  Rlementarv  School.  She  and 
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Vols  distribute 
11,000  Bibles 
in  Trinidad 

SAN  FERNANDO,  Trinidad  - 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  from 
Florida  and  South  Carolina  joined 
Trinidadian  Baptists  to  distribute 
about  11.000  Bibles  during  March  and 
April  in  San  Fernando.  Trinidad. 
THnidadians  were  especially  im- 
ressed  by  a  volunteer  group  of  white, 
lack,  and  Indian  Southern  Baptists, 
said  retired  Florida  pastor  James 
Monroe.  Monroe  coordinated  the  pro¬ 
ject  in  conjunction  with  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  which  provided  funds 
for  the  Bibles.  The  project  has  l^gun 
a  “great  spiritual  awakening’’  in  San 
Fernando,  said  'Trinidadian  Baptist 
pastor  Wayne  Rowbottom. 


Bermuda  youths  show 
Christian  commitment 

HAMILTON,  Bermuda  —  About  350 
Bermudan  youths  showed  their  faith 
in  Christ  May  6  at  the  National  Sports 
Stadium  of  Bermuda.  During  Ber¬ 
muda’s  annual  Heritage  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  young  people  paraded,  sang 
and  proclaimed  their  Christian  com¬ 
mitment  and  life  goals. 

The  premier  of  Bermuda,  John  W. 
Swan,  declared  the  day  National 
Youth  Sunday.  He  attended  the  service 
to  “take  the  salute’’  of  the  uniformed 
youth  groups  as  th^  marched  by. 

Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Robert  Harris  of  Hogansville,  Ga., 
coordinated  the  event.  It  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Bermuda  Christian 
Ministerial  Association  and  the  Ber¬ 
muda  Ministry  of  Education  and 
Culture.  Keynote  speaker  was  Jason 
Thrower,  a  journeyman  from 
Jacksonville,  Ala.,  youth  director  for 
the  Bermuda  Baptist  Fellowship. 


Canadian  seminary 
holds  graduation 

COCHRANE,  Alberta,  Canada 
(BP)  —  An  unseasonal  snowstmm  did 
not  cool  the  spirits  of  the  first  six 
graduates  of  the  Canadian  Southern 
Baptist  Seminary  April  28. 

About  230  people  celebrated  the 
event,,  although  some  out-of-town 
•  guests  were  not  able  to  arrive  in  time 
fbr  the  ceremony  because  of  the 
blustery  weather. 

The  seminaiw  was  begun  three 
years  ago  with  funds  from  Canadian 
Southern  Baptists,  who  have  106  con- 
gr^tions  throughout  the  country,  as 
weU  as  funding  from  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board.  The 
five  |Mt>fessors  at  the  seminary  are 
fraternal  representatives  appointed 
by  the  board. 

Seminary  President  CHint  Ashley  is 
a  tormer  foreign  missionary  and 
former  pastor  of  Emmanuel  Baptist 
Church  in  Pullman,  Wash. 

Baptists  respond  to 
twin  disasters 

JAKARTA,  Indonesia  —  Rooftops 
provided  the  only  escape  routes  as  re¬ 
cent  flooding  caught  hundreds  of  vic¬ 
tims  sleeping  in  Semarang,  In¬ 
donesia.  Heavy  rainfall  caused  a 
break  in  a  dam  located  near  the  Bap¬ 
tist  seminary  there.  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  in  Semarang  joined 


\ 

other  relief  workers  responding  to 
needs. 

When  the  waters  receded, 
Negemplak  Simongan  Baptist  Church 
shelter^  victims  as,Baptists  respond¬ 
ed  with  stoves,  food,  clothing, 
blankets,  and  drinking  water. 
Seminary  students  swept  mud  from 
damaged  houses  and  washed  clothes 
for  the  victims.  The  Foreign  Mission 
Board  provided  relief  funds  to  help 
buy  mattresses  and  other  household 
items  for  victims. 

Meanwhile,  Mount  Kelud  in  Kediri, 
Elast  Java,  erupted  as  the  government 
tried  to  meet  disaster  needs  caused  by 
the  Semarang  flooding.  Falling 
volcanic  debris  killed  31  people  and 
destroyed  more  than  500  houses  and 
52  schools.  The  government  invited 
Baptists  and  other  church  groups  to 
assist  relief  efforts  for  the  second 
disaster.  Local  Baptist  groups  provid¬ 
ed  clean  drinking  water. 

William  Jewell 
gets  $3  million 

LIBERTY,  Mo.  (BP)  -  The  Hall 
Family  Foundations  have  awarded  a 
major  endowment  grant  of  up  to  $3 
million  to  William  Jewell  College, 
Liberty,  Mo.  The  grant  is  to  enhance 
the  Baptist  college’s  performance  in 
areas  related  to  the  Oxbridge  Alter¬ 
native  curricular  program.  Included 
are  endowment  faculty  chairs  that 
recognize  excellence  in  teaching,  sup¬ 
port  for  scholarships,  and  strengthen¬ 
ing  of  library  holdings. 

The  Oxbridge  Alternative  is  an 
American  adaptation  of  the  tutorial 
learning  styles  employed  at  Oxford 
and  Cambridge  universities  in 
England.  It  features  one-to-one  in¬ 
struction  by  professors,  reading  in 
primary  sources,  weekly  essays  and 
I»pers,  andjcomprehensive  examina¬ 
tions.  One  year  of  study  is  in  Oxford 
or  Cambridge.  Enrollment  in  the  Ox¬ 
bridge  Alternative  is  limited  to  no 
more  than  five  percent  of  the  William 
Jewell  student  body. 

Potts,  Morgan 
to  join  Beeson 
Divinity  faculty 

BIRMINGHAM  -  Two  Baptist 
leaders,  A.  Earl  Potts  and  Darcld  H. 
Morgan,  will  join  the  faculty  of  the 
Beeson  Divinity  School,  l^mford 
University. 

Potts,  who  will  retire  in  September 
as  exiecutive  secretary  of  the 
Alabama  Baptist  State  Convention, 
will  become  the  inaugural  James  H. 
Chapman  Fellow  of  P^toral  Ministry 
in  January,  1991. 

Mor^n,  newly  retired  inesident 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  the  An¬ 
nuity  Board  of  the  SBC  wiU  become 
distinguished  visiting  professor  in 
September. 

Potts  will  teach  courses  related  to 
the  practice  of  ministry,  including 
church  administration  and  pastoral 
theology. 

Morgan,  who  has  led  the  Annuity 
Board  since  1972,  will  teach  a  course 
entitled  “The  Life  and  Work  of  the 
Pastor.” 


Chaplains  are  usually  paid  by  the 
agencies  or  organizations  that  use 
their  services.  the  entire  Southern 
Baptist  chaplains  force,  this  amounts 
to  a  payroll  and  support  system 
valued  at  $100  million,  an  amount 
larger  than  the  annual  Home  Mission 
Board  budget. 


BJC  issues  statement 
on  Equal  Access  Act 


Helping  To  Bring  Mississippi 
And  The  World  To  J^sms! 

Seed  sown 
in  Oktibbeha 
bears  fruit 

By  J.  C.  Mitchell 

Pastor  Barry  Wilkinsm  and  visiting 
revival  preacher  Rob  Faulk  were 
making  evangelistic  visits  in  behalf  of 
the  “Here’s  Hope”  revival  in  progress 
at  Morgan  (Thapel  (Church,  Oktibbeha 
Association.  Their  knock  on  the  door 
at  a  home  was  answered  by  an  older 
gentleman.  A  brief  conversation  led 
to  the  opportunity  for  the  preachers 
to  aSk,  “If  you  were  to  die  right  now, 
do  you  know  that  you  would  go  to 
heaven?” 

“No,”  was  the  answer,  “I  don’t  guess 
I  would.” 

The  gentleman  indicated  that  he 
was  not  interested  in  pursuing  the 
matter  right  then,  but  might  be  some 
day.  He  said  he  hoped  to  be  saved 
some  day.  The  preachers  asked  if  tl^. 
might  pray  with  him  then,  and  with 
his  consent,  they  did. 

About  two  weeks  later  Pastor 
Wilkinson  was  in  his  study  when  he 
h^rd  a  knock  on  his  door.  When  he 
opened  the  door  there  stood  this  same 
gentleman  who  said,  “I’m  ready  to  be 
saved;  tell  me  how.”  He  heard  the 
gospel  story,  confessed  his  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Clruist,  and  was  saved.  He 
has  since  been  baptized. 

The  gospel  seed  sown  will  bear 
fruit.  Great  good  will  continue  to 
come  from  the  “Here’s  Hope” 
simultaneous  revivals. 

Mitchell  is  director  of  missions, 
Oktibbeha  Association. 


Book 


reviews 


Joe  Blair;  WHEN  BAD  THINGS 
HAPPEN,  GOD  STILL  LOVES; 
Nashville,  Broadman  Press,  1986;  142 
pages. 

Joe  Blair  is  pastor  of  FBC,  Ruston, 
La.  His  education  consists  of  Loui¬ 
siana  Tech  University  (B.S.),  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (B.D.,  ’Th.D.).  He 
writes  for  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
SBC. 

“Why  does  a  loving  God  allow  bad 
things  to  happen  to  CIhristians?”  is 
protobly  a  question  we  all  ask  from 
time  to  time.  In  the  course  of  this 
10-chapter  book,  Blair  proceeds  to 
give  comfort  and  insight  to  this  and 
other  related  questions.  'The  root  of  all 
the  answers  stems  from  love.  Love 
becomes  the  basic  ingredient  in  our 
relationship  with  God.  Many  of  the 
subjects  that  Blair  addresses  are  evil, 
suffering,  death,  and  judgment  as  ap¬ 
plied  to  love. 

Despite  all  the  discomfort  and  pro¬ 
blems  that  seem  to  be  around  us,  God 
still  loves  each  one  of  his  sheep.  This 
is  an  excellent  book  that  can  enlighten 
any  person  dealing  with  trials.  All 
Christians  face  unfortunate  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  the  author  shares  his 
heart  relating  to  each  subject.  — 
(Reviewed  by  Dwayne  Kelly,  pastor, 
Rockhill  Church,  Mt.  Olive.) 


Four  organizations  with  interest  in 
the  E)qual  Access  Act  regarding  public 
schools  have  issued  a  statement  on  the 
act  followi^  the  recent  Supreme 
Court  decision  by  an  8  to  1  vote  that 
the  act  is  constitutional. 

The  four  organizations  are  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Af¬ 
fairs,  the  Christian  Legal  Society,  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Evangelicals, 
and  the  National  (Council  of  (^lurches. 
The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  helped 
to  draft,  pass,  and  defend  the 
legislation. 

The  statement  follows. 

Westside  Community  School  - 
v.  Mergens 

In  1984,  Congress  passed  the  Equal 
Access  Act.  Support^  by  large  bipar¬ 
tisan  majorities,  this  act  was  design¬ 
ed  primarily  to  end  discrimination 
against  student  religious  groups  in 
public  secondary  schools.  Congress’ 
judgment  that  this  discrimination 
could  be  stopped  without  violating  the 


BJC 

member 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
descension  and  disdain. 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee  has 
taken  positions  contrary  to  traditional 
Southern  Baptists  values  on  many  oc¬ 
casions.  The  chief  example  of  this  lies 
in  their  handling  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Restoration  Act.  This  law  opens  the 
doors  for  the  government  to  encroach 
on  the  rights  of  the  church  more  than 
any  other  piece  of  legislation  in  our 
lifetime,  and  the  Baptist  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee  did  nothing  to  sound  the  alarm 
to  our  people.  Instead,  they  sent  out 
fact  sheets  implying  the  bill  was 
harmless.  'They  aim  i^use  to  address 
the  use  of  tax  dollars  to  fund  anti- 
Christian  obscene  art  such  as  the  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  of  the  Arts’  recent 
controversial  contribution  to  fund  an 
exhibit  of  homo-erotic  ‘^rt(?).” 

The  Southern  Baptist  Public  Affairs 
Committee  took  a  stand  on  Cliild  Care 
iegislation  to  counter  the  position 
taken  by  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee. 
The  BJC  supported  a  bill  that  was 
blatantly  discriminatory  against 
“stay-at-home  mothers”  and  church- 
related  daycare  centers,  a  bill  that  has 
the  potential  of  forcing  church 
daycare  centers  out  of  business. 

I  thought  it  was  significant  (again 
revealing  his  mind-set)  that  Dunn  us¬ 
ed  a  picture  of  himself  and  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Harry  A.  Blackmun  on 
the  cover  of  his  April  issue  of  Report 
from  the  Capital.  Justice  Blackmun 
is  the  judge  who  handed  down  the  ma¬ 
jority  opinion  in  Roe  vs.  Wade,  mak¬ 
ing  abo^on  legal  in  the  United  States. 

I  sincerely  hope  Southern  Baptist 
laymen  and  clergy  will  read  and 
carefully  evaluate  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Executive  Committee’s  reasons 
for  reducing  the  funding  for  the  Bap-' 
tist  Joint  Committee  for  Public  Af¬ 
fairs  and  support  their  decision.  I  am 
absolutely  convinced,  after  three 
years  of  close,  first-hand  observation, 
that  Southern  Baptists  need  a  strong 
Southern  Baptist  voice  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  on  religious  liberty  issues.  We 
need  to  be  free  of  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Baptist  Joint  Commit¬ 
tee  Sou^ro  BaiHists  should  not  cling 
to  a  53-year-old  “tradition”  when  it  no 
longer  supplies  the  accountability  and 
leadership  required  by  grassroots 
Southern  Baptists. 


constitutional  principle  of  church- 
state  separation  has  been  vindicated 
by  the  Supreme  Court’s  decision  in 
Westside  Community  Schools  v. 
Mergens. 

For  years  confusion  has  existed  on 
the  issue  of  religion  in  the  public 
schools.  An  almost  paranoid  fear  of 
faith  has  been  created  by  overreac¬ 
tions  to  and  misinterpretations  of  the 
Supreme  Court’s  prayer  decisions. 
Some  school  districts  have  gone  so  far 
as  to  single  out  student  religious 
groups  for  discriminatory  treatment 
by  telling  them  that  they  alone  can¬ 
not  hold  on-campus  meetings  before 
or  after  school. 

The  Mergens  decision  makes  clear 
that  such  a  policy  of  ui^ual  access 
to  public  school  facilities  violates 
federal  law.  This  decision  restores  a 
proper  balance  between  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  church  and  state  and  the  con¬ 
stitutional  guarantees  of  free  speech 
and  free  exercise  of  religion.  The 
Court  recognized  the  critical  distinc¬ 
tion  between  school-sponsored  and 
student-sponsored  religion;  the 
former  is  unconstitutional ;  the  latter 
is  not. 

For  those  like  ourselves  who  believe 
that  government  should  neither  ad¬ 
vance  mM*  inhibit  religion  in  the  public 
schools,  equal  access  is  our  best  hope 
for  resolving  the  “school  prayer 
debate”  We  luve  worked  together  as 
this  important  legislation  was  drafted, 
enacted,  and  integrated.  In  light  of 
the  Court’s  decision,  we  recommit 
ourselves  to  facilitating  its  proper 
implementation. 

Millions  of  American  students  are 
the  real  winners  in  this  case  They 
now  can  claim  the  right  of  ^ual  ac¬ 
cess  for  their  religious,  political,  and 
philosophical  speech.  .> 

Administrative 
promotions  made 
at  Carey 

Jim  Edwards,  president  of  William 
Car^  College,  announced  two  ad¬ 
ministrative  promotions  following  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Effective  immediately,  Joe  Riley 
assumes  the  title  of  vice-president  of 
financial  services  and  controller.  He 
will  be  directly  responsible  for  all 
financial  services  and  other  related 
administrative  functions  of  the 
college. 

Riley  is  a  graduate  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Southw^tern  Louisiana  and  has 
additional  graduate  study  at  Loui¬ 
siana  State  University.  He  has 
previously  owned  a  public  accounting 
firm  and  has  serv^  as  comptroller 
for  Georgia-Pacific  Corporation  in 
Hattiesburg  and  Port  Hudson,  La.  He 
has  served  as  controller  at  William 
Car^  (Allege  since  March,  1988. 

Iris  Easterling  was  promoted  to  ex¬ 
ecutive  assistant  to  tlK  president  for 
development  and  external  programs. 
These  responsibilities  will  involve  all 
external  functions  of  the  college  in¬ 
cluding  publications.  She  will  coor¬ 
dinate  all  externally  related  functions 
of  the  college. 

She  will  maintain  faculty  rank  in 
the  Department  of  English.  Mfme  go¬ 
ing  to  Carey,  Easterling  was  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  where  she 
taught  speech  communication  and 
was  director  of  the  debate  program. 
Inquiry  and  Advocacy.  She  has  serv- 
^ed  as  adjunct  faculty  member  at 
T\ilane  University. 
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Help  needed 
in  Chicago 


Baptists,  United  Mission 
unsure  of  future  in  Nepal 


The  WMU  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  is  sponsoring  a  volunteer 
trip  to  Uptown  Baptist  Church  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  July  21-28,  and 
they  ne^  two  more  volunteers  to 
join  the  team,  according  to  Monica 
Keathley,  WMU  consultant. 

The  team  will  be  teaching 
Backyward  Bible  Qubs  to  children 
in  the  community,  as  well  as 
assisting  in  other  ministries  of  the 
church. 

llie  cost  to  the  volunteers  will  be 
approximately  $350.00,  plus 
transportation. 

An;^ne  who  is  interested  is  ask¬ 
ed  to  contact  Monica  Keathley  at 
968-3800  as  soon  as  possible 


Freedom  for  Nepal  Christians  rests  on  society 


KATMANDU,  Nepal  (BP)  —  canceled  and  all  Christians  in  prison  the  window.  numerically  but  spiritually.  Persecu-  points  throughout  the  country 

Nepalese  Christian  leaders  say  must  be  released  ”  Now  the  door  is  wide  open.”  tion  has  been  a  blessing  in  disguise.  Another  20  Assembly  of  God  churches 

societal  pressures  from  the  country’s  Persecution  of  Christians  in  Nepal  Since  Hindu  leaders  claim  95  per-  “Throughout  the  past  40  years  the  formed  their  own  association  A  small 
overwhelming  Hindu  population,  not  grew  in  the'l980s  as  increased  Chris-  cent  of  Nepal’s  nearly  19  million  peo-  church  has  been  under  pressure.  It’s  number  of  churches  is  not  aligned 

governmental  laws,  will  determine  tian  efforts  in  the  nation  drew  Hindu  pie  are  faithful  to  their  religion,  CJuis-  against  the  (old)  constitution  to  con-  with  either  group, 

future  prospects  for  religious  freedom  ire.  Conviction  for  proselytizing  tian  leaders  say  Hindu  society  won’t  vert,  and  officially  the  church  didn’t  Church  leaders  find  it  increasingly 
in  Nepal.  meant  a  six-year  prison  term;  be  changed  by  laws.  They  believe  op-  exist.  Now  democracy  has  come  and  difficult  to  instruct  church  members 

Still,  the  Christian  minority  is  exert-  religious  conversion  brought  a  one-  position  to  the  church  still  will  come  we’re  hoping  human  rights  will  be  in  the  freewheeling  environment 

ing  some  influence  through  newly  won  year  term.  from  the  Hindu  community,  which  granted  and  we’ll  have  full  religious  democracy  has  brought  to  Nepal, 

freedoms.  Mass  demonstrations  in  Thapa  noted  that  85  cases,  involv-  strongly  oppc^  change.  But  under  a  freedom  in  this  country.”  “Some  of  the  young  people  are  so  ex- 

April  toppled  King  Birendra’s  ab-  ing  250  Christians,  are  slated  for  new  constitution  supporting  religious  Bible  society  leader  Manaen  is  not  cited  they  want  to  go  and  preach,” 

solute  monarchy,  resulting  in  a  pro-  litigation  in  Nepali  courts.  The  Nepal  freedom,  they  point  out,  a  person  overly  concerned  about  a  Hindu  Karthak  explained, 

democracy  interim  government  in  the  Christian  Fellowship  took  a  list  of  29  would  not  be  imprisoned  for  changing  backlash,  either.  “What’s  happening  “We  haven’t  been  given  any  recogni- 

world’s  only  Hindu  state.  Christians  held  in  Nepali  prisons  to  religions.  should  not  be  mistaken  as  a  Hindu  at-  tion  and  some  of  our  people  think  it’s 

The  demonstrations  ended  a  ban  on  the  interim  government,  asking  for  Government  guarantees  of  religious  titude,  but  only  a  handful  of  people  time  to  show  the  government  and  peo- 

political  parties  and  established  a  their  immediate  release.  Thapa  and  freedom  have  prompted  debates  of  in-  trying  to  maintain  the  old  power  base,  pie  that  we’re  Christians  and  we’re 

multiparty  system.  The  government  NCF  President  Mangal  Man  Mahar-  creasing  intensity  over  the  right  to  It’s  liren  proven  in  a  short  time  that  here.” 

promises  free  elections  will  be  held  jan  met  with  Prime  Minister  Krishna  proselytize  and  the  establishment  of  Nepal  is  not  the  Hindu  kingdom  we  But  he  thinks  the  church  should 

after  a  committee  frames  the  new  Prasad  Bhattarai  at  the  end  of  May  a  secular  state.  Government  officials  thought  it  was.  There’s  no  going  beck  “abide  by  God’s  time  himself  will 

constitution,  probably  within  the  next  to  discuss  the  families  of  those  killed  say  they  believe  constitutional  for  Nepal  in  religion  or  politics;  going  guide  us,  and  we  feel  he  will  give  us 

year.  in  the  demonstrations  and  people  still  changes  expected  within  the  next  back  to  a  Hindu  kingdom  concept  is  recognition  when  the  time  comes  ” 

Churches  affiliated  with  the  Nepal  in  prison.  three  months  could  settle  the  issues  several  steps  backward.  Thinking  Yet  many  Christians  believe  the 

Christian  Fellowship  sponsored  a  mid-  The  Nepali  Congress  Party  also  in  favor  of  religious  minorities.  people  won’t  allow- that  to  happen.”  time  has  come  They  say  the  Easter 

May  rally  in  a  dow  ntown  convention  passed  a  resolution  during  a  special  But  talk  of  guaranteed  religious  Karthak  expressed  a  different  fear  street  procession  and  open  rally  in 

center  in  Katmandu,  the  nation’s  convention  stating  that  all  religious  freedom  has  brought  a  backlash  from  of  some  church  leaders:  that  religious  Katmandu  tested  the  waters  Nepal 

capital,  to  celebrate  the  new  govern-  prisoners  should  be  released.  Nepal’s  Hindu  sector.  Robert  Karthak,  freedom  will  open  Nepal  to  an  .  . 

ment’s  guarantee  of  religious  “But  it’s  been  a  month  since  they  pastor  of  the  Gyaneshwar  Christian  onslaught  of  proselytizing  efforts  by  Christian  Fellowship  leaders  are 

freedom.  The  first  rally  of  its  kind  passed  that  resolution,”  said  Loknath  church,  noted  that  while  some  religious  cults.  He  pointed  to  the  scheduling  a  national  rally  for 

ever  staged  in  Nepal,  the  gathering  at-  Manaen,  secretary  of  the  Bible  Socie-  Nepalese  political  leaders  sympathize  Children  of  God  and  Jehovah’s  Christmas^when  they  plan  to  fill  the 

tracted  more  than  4,000  Christian  par-  ty  in  Nepal.  “There’s  no  reason,  no  with  calls  for  religious  freedom  from  Witnesses  as  examples  of  groups  ®®-OOO  seat  National  Stadium  in 

ticipants.  The  meeting  followed  an  grounds,  no  justification  for  holding  Christians,  Muslims,  and  Buddhists,  making  inroads  among  Nepali  Katmandu. 

earlier  Easter  procession  through  the  those  people  a  day  longer.  The  time  many  Hindus  oppose  more  freedom.  Christians.  Because  of  this  influx  of  Other  church  leaders  are  asking 

streets  of  Katmandu  by  about  400  may  come  when  we  need  to  decide  to  The  Nepal  Arya  Samaj,  a  Hindu  cults,  Karthak  said,  “We  have  a  fear  their  constituents  to  move  slowly  and 

Christians.  take  to  the  streets  or  some  other  organization,  has  issued  a  statement  that  when  full  freedom  is  granted,  the  not  draw  too  much  attention  to  the 

Addressing  the  Christian  rally,  means  to  petition  the  government”  saying  Nepal  should  not  become  a  status  of  the  church  will  go  down.”  church  by  their  actions.  Some  Nepali 

Nepali  Congress  Partv  supreme  concerning  religious  prisoners.  secular  state  because  that  would  run  Before  1950  no  known  Christians  liv-  Christians  also  caution  Christians  out- 

leader  Ganesh  Man  Singh  emphasiz-  In  ffecent  weeksdhe  interim  govern-  contrary  to  the  religious  sentiments  ed  in  Nepal,  according  to  Karthak  and  side  Nepal  to  use  restraint  in  future 

ed  the  need  for  religious  tolerance  and  ment  has  continued  its  message  of  of  Nepal’s  majority.  other  Christian  leaders.  Karthak  was  dealings  in  their  country, 

a  secular  state  in  Nepal,  reminding  religious  tolerance  towards  people  of  “The  (705  million)  Hindus  part  of  the  first  group  of  Christians  Nepalese  critics  of  Christianity 

Christians  that  “free  worship”  is  one  all  faiths.  Besides  Singh’s  speech  to  throughout  the  world  consider  Nepal  who  came  to  Katmandu  from  Darjeel-  often  have  called  the  faith  an 

of  the  party’s  four  goals.  He  listed  Christians,  Prime  Minister  Bhattarai  the  center  of  their  faith,  which  is  a  ing,  India,  in  the  early  1950s.  They  American  religion  Foreign  Chris- 

other  goals  as  “free  platform,  free  addressed  similar  celebrations  by  matter  of  great  pride  for  the  Nepalese  started  a  church  with  about  15  Indian  tians’  willingness  to  spend  missions 

conscience  and  free  association.”  Muslims  and  Buddhists.  people,”  said  the  statement.  expatriates.  money  in  Nepal  could  make  the  situa- 

“Nepal  must  be  a  secular  statfe,”  However,  “We’re  not  counting  on  the  ‘The  majority  is  on  their  (Hindu)  'Today  estimates  on  numbers  of  tion  more  chfficult  for  the  church 
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by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


In  the  Garden 


George  Gilmore’s  favorite  hymn  is  been  building  a  garden  is  almost  the  Kraft  Foods.  She  is  head  teller  of  the 
“In  the  Garden.”  same  as  the  number  of  years  he  has  Eastover  Bank  at  Forest.  After  work 

I  come  to  the  garden  alone  been  a  Christian.  Four  and  one-haU  hours,  on  Saturdays,  and  in  early  mor- 

While  the  dew  is  still  on  the  roses  ... .  years  ago  —  not  so  long  after  he  began  nings,  thqr  work  together  or  in- 
“Daylilies  show  their  true  colors  his  gai^n  —  he  began  a  new  walk  dividually  in  the  garden.  Besides  that, 
early  in  the  morning  before  the  sun  with  Christ.  “Did  something  special  they  together  have  built  a  greenhouse 
chang^  their  hues,”  said  George.  And  happen  to  bring  about  that  change?”  and  a  small  bam  in  which  to  store 
he  is  in  a  position  to  know.  For  five  I  asked  him.  machinery.  Later  they  plan  to  add  a 

years,  he  and  his  wife,  Debbie,  have  It  was  due  to  Debbie’s  influence,  he  wing  and  a  porch  to  their  already 

been  planting  daylilies  so  that  now  indicated.  “You  know,  it’s  hard  for  a  nice-sized  brick  house.  He  built  the 
they  have  400  varieties  in  their  non-Christian  to  live  with  a  Outs-  beautiful  table  in  their  dining  room, 
gorgeous  garden  at  Route  1,  Walnut  tian!”  he  said  with  a  laugh.  The  two,  and  she  made  the  bowlful  of  red 
Grove,  not  far  from  Golden  Memorial  who  have  known  each  other  most  of  ceramic  apples  that  centers  it!  His 
State  Park.  their  lives,  are  members  of  High  Hill  building  talent  he  has  put  to  use  at  the 

All  the  individual  kinds  are  Church,  Neshoba  County,  where  Paul  church  by  helping  to  install  central 
registered,  he  said,  and  the  colors  on  Leber  is  pastor.  ‘That’s  the  Gilmore  heat  and  air. 

June  3  blazed  across  the  yard  in  front  family’s  home  church,”  he  said.  Deb^  The  two  of  them  are  sharing  the 

of  his  hoi^e  in  shades  of  gold  and  bie  ( Leach) ’s  “home  church”  was  melody  of  Christ’s  love  with  young 

orange,  pink  and  rose,  yeUow  and  New  Ireland,  near  Union  in  Newton  people  As  co-chairmen  of  the  Youth 
bronze,  maroon  and  fuchsia,  and  County.  High  Hill  is  makiog  use  of  Committee  at  Hi^  Hill  Church,  they 
everything  between!  For  the  most  ex-  George’s  gardening  talent  as  chair-  use  many  erf  their  creative  talents, 
pensive  one,  he  said,  he  paid  $40  for  man  of  the  Building  and  Grounds  Along  with  some  of  the  parents,  they 
one  bulb.  Other  beds  in  the  yard  con-  Committee.  Already  he  envisions  produced  a  Christmas  movie.  Later, 
tain  impatiens  and  begonias,  to  name  daylilies  planted  along  a  walkway  at  George  directed  a  special  Easter  pro- 
only  two.  Pink  daisies  mingle  here  the  cemetery.  gram.  Once  a  mon&  they  plan  some 

and  there  with  the  daylilies.  An  And  the  melody  that  He  gave  to  me  social  activity  for  the  youth.  Perhaps  Carolyn  Oliver  Memorial  Trust  Fund 

unusual  gazebo  that  George  built  is  a  Within  my  heart  is  ringing  ....  it  will  be  a  weekend  youth  rally,  or  it  memorializing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver.  Th« 

home  for  hanging  ferns.  Both  G^rge  and  Debbie,  young  might  be  a  trip  like  the  recent  one  to  ®®ch  year  for  some  boy  to  attend  Cent 

He  speaks,  and  the  sound  of  His  voice  adults,  are  amazingly  versatile  in  the  zoo,  LeFleur’s  Park,  and  the  environment,  he  will  receive  biblical  ti 
Is  so  sweet  the  birds  hush  their  their  array  of  talents.  At  least  three  Agriculture  and  Forestry  Museum  in  “Mr.  Oliver,  in  his  lifetime,  was  instrui 

singing  ....  days  a  week,  he  commutes  to  Jackson.  '  ^ fitting  that  the  family  establisf 

The  number  of  years  George  has  Jackson,  where  he  is  employed  with  One  of  their  specialties  is  baking  Boone,  executive  secretary,  Mississipp 

m  and  decorating  cakes.  For  instance,  ^  others  who  would  like  to  establish  rr 
Debbie  did  a  cake  for  a  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation, 

girl,  where  the  cake  baked  in  a  fluted  Pictured,  are  Paul  Harrel 

pan  formed  the  skirt  for  a  Barbie  doll. 

Besides  birthday  cakes 
family  members 
members,  their  creations  have 

their  way  to  Vacation  Bible  School  and  some  okra  seeds  in  cup 

to  wedding  receptions.  water  to  soften  before  planting.  Onl 

At  Christmas,  th^  share  their  bak-  I  didn’t  get  to  plant  them  the  next  da 
ing  talent  by  cooking  up  a  bunch  of  or  the  next  several  days,  even, 
candies  and  other  go^es  and  taking  The  seeds  began  to  sprout  as  t) 
them  to  sh^I-ins.  outer  hull  be^n  to  soften  and  deca 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  June  3,  the  When  it  was  017  enough  in  my  garde 
Gilm(Mes  held  open  house,  to  show  off  I  planted  the  sprouted  okra  seed 


Memorial  trust  fund  established 


Devotional 


Hines 


One  cake  that  Debbie  baked 


George  and  Debbie  Gilmore  in  thier  daylily  garden 


Annuity  Board  Sunday  is  opportunity 
for  Baptists  to  Touch  A  Life  with  Love 


Mohicans  gi 


Tbuch  a  Life  with  Love  is  the  theme  Helping  Our  Family  —  An  Annuitant  ‘As  a  family  we  could  not  locate  a  ments  and  even  our  church  stall, 
of  this  year’s  Annuity  Board  Sunday  Story,  which  features  four  elderly  retired  pastor,  a  widow  or  retired  mis-  “It  has  become  a  real  blessing  to 
on  June  24.  siwthern  Baptists  set  church  and  denominational  workers  sionary  to  help.  The  Adopt  An  Annul-  this  entire  church,’’  Lamkin  said, 

aside  this  annual  date  to  celebrate  the  who  are  recipients.  tant  ministry  is  a  meaningful  way  for  “We  are  seeing  more  and  more 

denomination’s  respecU  for  retired  “During  this  22-minute  video  four  of  us  to  touch  an  individual’s  life,”  she  groups  of  Southern  Baptists  coming 
persons  and  other  church  workers.  our  dear  annuitants  tell  their  stories,”  said.  together  to  give  the  $600,  which  functe 

This  year  the  Annuity  Board  is  Bloskas  said.  ‘The  stories  include  “Our  Sunday  School  class  was  look-  one  annuitant  for  an  entire  year,” 
focusing  on  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant  their  ministries,  their  current  retire-  ing  for  a  ministry  we  could  all  get  in-  Bloskas  said, 
ministry,  which  is  funded  through  ment  circumstances  and  their  volved  in,”  said  Roger  Lamkin,  a  “We  are  excited  about  the  response 
contributions  by  individuals,  chur-  gratitude  for  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant  member  of  First  Church  of  Oak  Cliff  and  believe  Southern  Baptists  will 

ches,  Sunday  School  groups,  deacons,  ministry.”  in  Dallas.  continue  to  reach  out  and  meet  the 

mission  organizations,  and  even  Individuals  and  groups  are  respon-  “Whatilikeaboutthe  AdoptAn  An-  needs  of  our  fellow  Christian  ser- 
businesses.  The  ministry  supplements  ding  to  the  needs  of  these  retirees.  nuitant  ministry  is  that  I  am  meeting  vants,”  he  said, 

the  inadequate  retirement  benefits  of  “Our  family  counts  it  a  real  bless-  the  needs  of  a  real  individual.  The  ex-  The  video  is  free.  Copies  are 
almost  700  retirees.  ing  to  participate  in  the  Adopt  An  An-  citement  and  enthusiasm  of  the  pro-  available  in  your  associational office 

By  donating  $50  a  month,  caring  nuitant  ministry,  ”  said  Sandi  Black  gram  among  our  class  members  has  or  by  calling  the  Annuity  Board’s  toll- 
people  have  made  a  big  difference  in  ofAlbuquerque,  N.M.  spread  to  other  Sunday  School  depart-  free  number,  1-800-262-0511. 


STOCKBRIDGE,  Mass.  (EP)  —  A 
historic  Bible  presented  to  the 
Mohican  tribe  in  the  1700s  will  be. 
returned  to  the  tribe  by  a  museum  in 
Stockbridge,  Mass. 

“We  are  pretty  elated,”  tribal  chair¬ 
man  Reginald  Miller  told  the 
Associated  Press.  “And  the  tnistees 
know  that  we  will  take  even  better 
care  of  it  than  they  have,  because  it 
means  so  much  more  to  us.” 

The  two-volume,  gold-embossed 
folio  Bible  was  given  to  the  tribe  in 
1745  by  the  Prince  of  Wales.  It  was 
purchased  from  the  tribe  in  1930  for 
$1,000  by  heiress  Mable  Choate,  who 
willed  it  to  the  Mission  House 
Museum  in  1948. 

The  agreement  will  have  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  probate  court,  but  museum 
spokesman  Frederic  Winthrop  said  he 
feels  the  return  will  be  in  keeping  with 
the  late  Choate’s  wishes.  “We  feel  that 
it  would  be  what  Miss  Choate  would 
want,”  he  said.  “She  bought  the  Bible 
as  a  good-faith  gesture  to  help  the 
tribe.” 

The  Mohican  tribe  fought  beside 
Massachusetts  farmers  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War,  and  embraced  Chris¬ 
tianity.  The  remnants  of  that  tribe 
became  known  as  the  Stockbridge- 
Munsee  after  being  driven  from  the 
Berkshires. 


SWBTS  graduates  17  from  Mississippi 

Southwestern  V Seminary  in  Fort  Religious  Education; 

W'orth,  Texas  awarded  462  degrees  in  Daniel  A.  Hathorne,  Soso,  Master  of 
its  commencement  ceremonies  con-  Divinity;  Merrill  M.  Hawkins,  Jr, 
ducted  May  11.  The  spring  class  was  Starkville,  Master  of  Divinity;  Mark 
the  second  largest  in  the  seminary’s  T.  Holmes,  Gulfport,  Master  of  Divini- 
history.  Among  those  graduating  were  ty  and  Arts  in  Religious  Education; 
17  Mississippians.  Mark  A,  Moore,  Patricia  Hunt,  Fort  Worth,  'Texas 
minister  of  youth  and  music  at  First  <  formerly  of  Greenwood),  Master  of 
Church  in  Hazlehurst,  received  his  Arts  in  Church  Social  Services; 
doctoral  degree  in  Musical  Arts.  Scott  McReynolds.,  Gulfport,  Master 

of  Arts  in  Religious  Education;  M. 

Those  who  received  masters’  Kay  Raymond,  Brandon,  Master  of 
degrees  included:  Grant  A.  Arinder;  Arts  in  Communication;  Dennis  E. 
Anchorage,  Alaska  ( formerly  of  Col-  Salley,  Meridian,  Master  of  Divinity ; 
umbus).  Master  of  Divinity;  Charles  Thomas  L.  Sanders,  Vicksburg, 
B.  Atkinson,  Clinton,  Master  of  Arts  Master  of  Arts  in  Religious 
in  Religious  Education;  Edward  G.  Education; 

Furst,  Farmington  Hills,  Master  of  Bryant  E.  Sumrall,  Lexington, 
•Arts  in  Marriage/Family  Counselii^;  Master  of  Divinity;  Lori  S.  Wester- 
Scotty  W.  Goldman,  Philadelphia,  mann.  Picayune,  Master  of  Arts  in 
Master  of  Divinity;  Lowell  W.  Communication;  Samuel  L.  Word, 
Grothman,  Granbury,  Texas  (former-  ,Southaven,  Master  of  Arts  in 
ly  of  Greenville),  Master  of  Arts  in  Religious  Education. 


medical  bills,”  Bloskas  said.  i 

“An  extra  monthly  check  from  the  n 

Annuity  Board  can  literally  make  the  II 

difference  between  eating  and  going 

hungry,”  he  said.  SWBTS  President  Russell  H.  Dilday 

Interest  in  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant  awarded  the  doctor  of  musical  arts  degree 
ministry  is  growing.  The  Annuity  to  Mississippi  candidate  Mark  A.  Moore 
Board  recently  released  the  video,  of  Columbus 


It  is  great  to  have  friends  when  one 
is  young,  but  indeed  it  is  still  more  so  / 
when  you  are  getting  old.  When  we  are 
young,  frientls  are,  like  everything 
else,  a  matter  of  course.  In  the  old 
days  we  kgqw  what  it  means  to  have 
them.  —  Edvard  Grieg 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited  to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer.  Editorial  prerogatives  must  be  reserved 
under  ail  circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  staff  of  the  Baptist  Record.  Only  signed 
letters  will  be  used,  but  the  writer  may  request  that  his  name  be  withheld. 
The  withholding  of  names  will  be  at  the  discretion  of  the  editor. 


A  wonderful  papa 

Editor: 

My  father  was  very  dear  to  me. 
'That  was  back  in  the  good'old  days 
when  most  of  us  people  called  our 
fathers.  “Papa,”  and  he  was  a  wonder¬ 
ful  papa  to  all  of  us  five  children  that 
were  left  for  him  to  raise. 

I  was  three  years  old  when  mv 
mama  died  and  left  us  all  alone  with 
Papa.  So  he  got  his  mama  and  sister 
to  come  up  from  New  Orleans  in  1916 
to  live  with  us  on  his  160-acre  farm.  I 
have  called  it  the  160  acres  of  paradise 
and  the  mansion  on  the  hill.  'There 
were  five  of  us  children.  I  was  3;  mv 
sister.  Areola,  7;  my  brother,  Edward, 
9;  my  sister,  Annie  Mae,  12-  my 
brother,  Henry,  15  years  old.  ' ' 

After  Grandma  and  Aunt  Rosa 
came  to  live  with  us,  we  all  had  a  big 
time  together  —  going  to  church,  pro¬ 
tracted  meetings,  and  camp  meetings 
every  summer.  We  all  had  a  big  time 
on  that  big  old  160-acre  farm  and  in 
that  mansion  on  the  hilltop. 

And  the  family  altar  Papa  had  in 
our  home  every  night  after  supper  — 
that  was  great.  It  was  great  having  a 
wonderful  Christian  papa  to  guide  our 
pathway  every  day.  Tbday  I  always 
look  forward  to  the  Baptist  Record. 
Thanks  a  lot. 

My  papa  was  a  Christian  man  and 
a  wonderful  papa. 


Thanks  again  for  the  Baptist 
Record. 

Mrs.  Emerson  Smith 
Brookhaven 

“Party  caucus”  term 

incorrect 

Editor: 

I  strongly  disagree  with  your  state¬ 
ment  in  the  editorial  of  May  10  thB' 
our  convention  is  being  run  a  small 
group  of  people  who  are  led  by  one 
man.  Such  an  inflammatory  state¬ 
ment  should  not  be  made  in  the 
editorial  of  a  state  Southern  Baptist 
newspaper.  However,  since  you  did 
make  the  statement,  I  ask  you  to 
publish  the  names  of  the  people  who 
make  up  the  “inner  circle,”  and 
especially  the  name  of  our  “leader.” 

I  attended  the  Pastors  School  and 
Bible  Conference  at  First  (Church, 
Jacksonville.  Fla.  in  February.  You 
called  it  a  “party  caucus.”  It  was  not. 
It  was  a  worshipful  time  of  spiritual 
refreshment,  motivation,  and  train¬ 
ing.  'The  preaching,  teaching,  and 
singing  exalted  the  Lord  Jesus.  Your 
term  “party  caucus”  is  normally  us¬ 
ed  in  description  of  a  worldly  event 
and  should  not  be  used  to  describe  the 
Pastors  School  and  Bible  Conference 
at  FBC,  Jacksonville. 

The  May  10  editorial  is  another  ex¬ 
ample  of  your  biased,  one-sided  por¬ 


trayal  of  recent  Baptist  life.  I  support 
your  right  to  disagree  with  me.  But  in 
my  heart  I  do  not  feel  that  the 
editorial  column  of  the  Baptist  Record 
should  be  used  to  present  conser¬ 
vatives  as  being  paranoids  wHb  are 
afraid  to  trust  the  people  who  make 
up  our  SBC. 

Please,  sir,  try  to  be  fair  and  impar¬ 
tial  in  your  comments. 

Philip  Cooper,  pastor 
Corinth 

Support  for  Baptist 
heritage 

Editor: 

I  found  the  contents  of  the  editorial 
pages  in  the  Baptist  Record  Thursday, 
May  17, 1990  to  represent  stands  and 
expressions  which  I  can  heartily  sup¬ 
port.  As  a  Baptist  laymah  who  attend¬ 
ed  a  number  of  layman  retreats  and 
conferences  at  Southern  Seminary 
over  the  years,  I  found  the  stance  and 
thrust  of  mission  of  Southern 
Seminary  to  be  very  helpful  in  my 
personal  pilgrimage.  I  have  also 
benefited  from  having  ministers  who 
have  graduated  from  Southern 
Seminary  as  ministers  of  churches  to 
which  I  have  belonged. 

Thank  you  for  your  apparent  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Southern  Seminary  at  this 
time  of  trials  and  unwarranted 
criticism. 

I  agree  with  the  article  on 
“Freedom  and  the  Press.” 

Having  been  aware  of  much  of  the 
work  of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  AHairs,  I  join  Fred 
Schwei^el  in  the  opinion  that  the  Joint 
Committee  warrants  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  continued  or  increased  support 
under  the  able  leadership  of  Dr. 


James  Dunn. 

When  I  see  the  premise  of  freedom, 
traditionally  basic  to  Baptist  beliefs 
being  threatened  by  segments  of  our 
membership,  I  find  it  refreshing  to 
learn  that  Uiere  are  still  some  who 
vigorously  support  our  Baptist 
heritage. 

George  D.  Purvis,  M.D. 

Jackson 


Volunteers  in  Samoa 

Volunteer  teachers  are  needed  for 
one  year  or  longer  for  American 
Samoa  Christian  Academy.  Grades 
are  kindergarten  through  eighth. 
Housing  is  provided  and  airfare  for 
trip  home.  Departure  time:  Mid- 
August  1990.  Call  the  Home  Mission 
Board’s  Mission  Service  Corps 
Department  at  1-800-HMB-VOLS  for 
information. 

Doris  Conner 
Home  Mission  Board 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

“Unprincipled”  attack 

Editor: 

We  are  responding  to  recent  actions 
of  Southern  ^minary  trustees  as  they 
pertain  to  our  members. 

Just  prior  to  his  first  trustee’s 
meeting,  Jerry  Johnson,  age  25, 
delivered  a  document  to  trustees  and 
to  the  Southern  Baptist  Advocate  for 
national  distribution. 

Johnson  leveled  an  unprincipled  at¬ 
tack  on  President  Honeycutt  and 
faculty  members.  He  impugned  Dr. 
Honeycutt’s  character  and  biblical 
fidelity.  Johnson  stated :  “One  would 
have  to  be  as  blind  as  a  mole  not  to  see 
that  Dr.  Honeycutt  just  does  not 


believe  the  Bible.” 

We  know  Dr.  Honeycutt  as  a 
gentleman  of  highest  Christian 
character,  a  leader  seeking  to  serve 
all  Southern  Baptists,  aqd  a  scholar 
who  has  demonstrated  a  lifetime  of 
love  and  devotion  to  the  Bible  as  God’s 
holy  Word. 

Johnson  also  attacked  the  character 
of  Dr.  ‘Hipper,  citing  events  which  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  spring  of  1983, 
events  promptly  dealt  wim  Dr.  ’Rip¬ 
per,  Pi^ident  Honeycutt,  and  the 
trustees. 

That  was  the  time  when  Dr.  'Tup- 
per’s  wife  Betty  was  dying  of  cancer. 
We  walked  with  FraiA;  Betty;  and 
their  children,  Elgin,  13,  and  Michelle, 
9,  during  her  last  months.  We  witness¬ 
ed  Dr.  'Ripper  as  a  devoted  husband 
and  father  and  as  a  courageous 
teacher  committed  to  the  faith. 
Students  in  that  class  have  spoken  to 
Dr.  'Ripper’s  powerful  witness  as  he 
sought  to  think  theologically  and  live 
faithfully  during  that  agony.  We  com¬ 
mend  Dr.  'Ripper  to  apy  Baptist 
church  as  a  faithful  teacher  and 
preacher  of  God’s  Word. 

Fundamentalist  trustees  also  mov¬ 
ed  in  an  unprecedented  way  to  take 
over  leadership  of  the  board  by 
removing  from  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  two  of  our  laymen:  Henry  Huff 
and  Ken  Hall.  'The  work  of  the  tnistees 
and  well-being  of  the  seminary  will  be 
diminished  by  rejecting  the  resources 
of  these  two  outstanding  Baptist 
laymen  and  community  leaders. 

'The  congregation  of  Crescent  Hill 
Baptist  Church  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  1^ 
vote  of  tbe  congregation  on  May  16, 
joins  me  in  this  statement. 

H.  Stephen  Shoemaker, 
pastor 
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Missionary 
earns  doctorate 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.  —  Gerald  Carson 
Davis,  a  member  of  Calvary  Church, 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  was  among  113  in¬ 
dividuals  receiving  degrees  during^ 
May  26  commencement  services  at* 
Midwestern  Seminary.  He  received 
the  doctor  of  ministry  degree. 

A  native  of  Alabama,  Davis  has 
been  residing  in  Tupelo  while  on 
furlough,  completing  coursework 
toward  his  doctorate.  In  June,  he  and 
his  wife,  Glenda,  will  return  to  Manila, 
Philippines,  where  they  have  served 
as  Southern  Baptist  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  15  years. 

Davis  earned  the  associate  of  arts 
degree  in  1963  at  Clarke  College, 
Newton,  and  the  bachelor  of  arts 
degree  in  1965  at  Samford  University, 
Birmingham.  In  1970,  he  received  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Midwestern  Seminary. 


BiCTMMC  MKAN  HMM  KmnCE 

We  Service: 
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Lindsey  of  Kosciusko,  chaplain  resident  at  East  Mississippi 
State  Hospital,  Kosciusko,  doctor  of  ministry;  Landrum  P. 
Leavell  II,  seminary  president;  Chuck  Pourciau  of  Baton  Rouge, 
pastor  of  CentreviHe  Church,  Centreville,  doctor  of  philosophy; 
Greg  Williams.  Laplace,  La.,  pastor  of  Hollandale  Church, 
Hollandale,  doctor  of  philosophy. 


Mississippi  students  who  received  doctoral  degrees  from 
New  Orleans  Seminary  during  commencement  exercises  are, 
left  to  right,  Randall  Adkisson,  Foxworth,  doctor  of  philosophy; 
Douglas  Broome,  Terry,  pastor  of  Calvary  Church,  Wanesville, 
doctor  of  ministry;  Nathan  Cothern,  ofJackson,  pastor  of 
Thompson  Church,  Smithdale,  doctor  of  philosophy;  Randol 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

\/an  WinlrlA  stairted  glass,  carpet. 
V«II  TTIIIKie  steeples,  lighting. 

Church  folding  doors. 

_  ...  _  theater  seats 
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Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  FuHon,  MS.  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
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NOBTS  awards  doctoral  degrees 


Seven  Mississippians  received  their  master  of  divinity;  Lewis  H.  Harrell,  Alumbaugh,  Lake  City,  Ar,  now 
doctoral  degrees  from  New  Orleans  Jackson,  master  of  religious  educa-  minister  of  music  at  First  Church  in 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  during  tion;  Thomas  R.  Hunt,  Clinton,  Wiggins,  master  of  religious 
commencement  exercises  on  May  18.  master  of  divinity ;  Randall  Jenkins,  education. 

They  include:  Randall  Atkisson,  Fox-  Ridgeland,  master  of  religious  Mississippians  who  received  their 
worth,  doctor  of  philosophy;  Randol  education;  '  associate  degrees  from  the  New 

C.  Lindsey,  Kosciusko,  now  chaplain  Steven  L.  Kelly,  Clialmette,  La.,  now  Orleans  Seminary  are  Varion  L. 
resident  of  East  Mississippi  State  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Silver  Stogner,  Columbia,  associate  of  divini- 
Hospital,  doctor  of  ministry ;  Chuck  A.  Creek  Church  in  McComb,  master  of  ty ;  Billy  J.  Deer,  McComb,  now  pastor 
Pourciau,  Baton  Rouge,  now  pastor  at  divinity;  Gary  Knight,  Gonzales,  La.,  at  Bayou  Des  Glaises  (Hiurch  in 
Centerville  Church,  doctor  of  now  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  Moreauville,  La..,  associate  of  divmi- 
philosophy;  Robert  C.  Rogers.  Hat-  Union  Church  in  TVlertown,  master  of  ty;  Carl  W.  Dudley,  Brazoria,  Tx., 
tiesburg.  now  pastor  of  Calvary  -religious  education;  Jay  M.  Richard-  formerly  of  Lucedale,  associate  of 
(Church  in  Gloster.  doctor  of  theology ;  son.  Leland,  now  associate  pastor  at  divinity ;  Albert  W.  Bartlett,  Meridian, 
Douglas  R.  Broome,  Terryrnow  pastor  First  Church  in  Avondale,  La.,  master  associate  of  divinity;  Timothy  L. 
at  Calvary  Church  in  Waynesville,  of  divinity;  Gregory -D.  Warnock,  Aycock,  Morton,  now  minister  of 
doctor  of  ministry;  George  G.  Savannah,  Ga.,  now  associate  pastor  music  and  youth  at  White  %md 
Williams.  Laplace.  La.,  now  pastor  of  and  minister  to  youth  at  Crossgates  Church  in  Poplarville,  associate  of 
Hollandale  Church,  doctor  of  Church  in  Brandon,  master  of  divini-  divinity, 
philosophy;  Nathan  H.  Cothen,  ty;  Kurt  S.  Wesolowski.  Upland.  Ca., 

Jackson,  now  pastor  of  Thompson  now  pastor  at  First  Church  in 
Church  in  Smithdale.  doctor  of  Waveland,  master  of  divinity; 
philosophy.  Gary  A.  White,  Jackson,  now  pastor 

Receiving  their  masters’  degrees  at  Sand  Hill  Church  in  Richton, 
during  the  same  ceremony  were  Ray  master  of  divinity ;  Rodney  D.  Bounds. 

Duplessie,  Jr.  Biloxi,  now'  music  and  Pearl,  master  of  religious  education; 
youth  director  at  Fernwood  Church  in  David  W.  Bailey,  Winter  Springs,  FI., 

Gulfport,  mater  of  arts  in  Christian  now  pastor  at  Bala  Chitto  Church  in 
education;  Arlen  V.  Gardner.  Union.  Magnolia,  master  of  divinity;  John  E 
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llaiTisville  Church.  Harrisville.  has 
called  .Michael  Miller  as  minister  of 
activities  and  outreach.  Miller  and  his 
wife.  Donna,  are  both  students  at 
Mississippi  G^Iege  on  the  Clarke 
campus.  Dennis  E.  Allen  is  pastor. 

Friendship  Church,  Ellisville.has 
called  Bryon  McMullen  of  Mozelle  as 
pastor,  effective  June  6.  A  native  of 
Meridian,  he  received  his  education 
from  Mississippi  State  University  and 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  Dry  Creek 
Church. 

Osyka  Church,  Pike  Association, 
has  called  Joe  E.  Trull  of  New 
Orleans  as  interim  pastor,  effective 
May  6.  He  is  presently  associate  pro- 
ip  a  plan  of  attack  on  fessor  of  ethics  at  New  Orleans 
ifcohol  and  other  drag  Seminary.  A  native  of  Oklahoma  Ci¬ 
ty,  Okla.,  he  received  his  education  at 
Oklahoma  Baptist  University  and 
Southwestern  ^minary. 

Thirtyeighth  Avenue  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  has  recently  filled  two  staff 
positions.  Timothy  Leggett  has  filled 


use  in  church,  family  reunions,  movie  pastors  and  church  leaders  get  the 
theaters,  or  any  other  activities  that  knowledge  that  can  help  our  com- 
I  might  be  attending.  munities  develop  a  plan  of  attack  on 

Am  1  to  assume  b^ause  I  dbn’t  see  the  problem  of  al . _ 

it  that  it  doesn't  exist?  You  may  not  abuse  in  your  county, 
see  child  abuse  or  family  violence;  Once  you  attend  one  of  these 
does  that  mean  it  doesn’t  happen?  meetings  you  will  learn  that  there  are 
People  who  use  drugs  don’t  do  it  in  problems  and  what  you  can  do  to  help 
public  ( alcohol  is  used  in  public  l .  If  with  the  problem.  We  have  patients  at 
you  don’t  go  to  these  places  or  know  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Chemical  . 
the  people  who  are  using  the  drags.  Dependency  Center  from  every  part  the  position  of  minister  of  education 
then  you  can’t  know  how  bad  it  truly  of  our  state  and  have  seen  the  problem  ai^  college.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
is.  I  wish  I  could  say  I  know  of  a  cbm-  growing  more  each  day.  William  (Tarey  College,  New  Orleans 

munity  that  doesn’t  have  a  drug  pro-  Written  by  Don  N'erren,  chaplain  at  Seminary,  and  Southwestern 
blem:  but  I  don’t  think  there  is  one,  the  MBCDC.  Seminary.  Leggett  goes  to  Thir- 

in  Mississippi  or  any  other  state.  tyeighth  Avenue  from  Picayune  where 

There  are  a  lot  of  programs  being  Please  send  all  your  questions  he  was  employed  as  a  counselor  with 


Phone  * 
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Flames  in  the  news 


Arizona  pastor  tights 
influence  of  New  Ag 


By  Karen  Willovgtiby 

SEIlX)NA,Anz.  (  BP) —  A  medicine  Jesus  and  the  New  Age 
Mdieel  made  of  small  rocks  and  dead  counterclaims, 
branches  attracts  people  from  all  over  He  is  president  of  the  Sedona 
the  world  to  a  lullside  less  than  a  mile  Association  of  Evangelical  Churches, 
from  First  Baptist  Church  of  Sedona.  a  pastors’  group,  and  is  using  that 
Ariz.  position  to  rally  area  Christians  to  a 

They  come  to  absorli  electro-  community-wide  awareness  of  the 
magnetic  impulses  that  they  believe  dangers  inherent  in  the  New  Age 
will  heal  them  physically,  emotional-  movement. 

ly,  and  spiritually.  “They  would  deny  they  are 

“Because  I  believe  it  will  work,  it  satanists,”  Berna  said.  “But  they  see 
will  work,”  said  a  woman  who  iden-  Christianity  as  evil.” 
tified  herself  as  She-who-sin^,  a  New  Just  as  disturbing  to  Berna  are 
Age  healer.  “What  is  truth  is  what’s  Christians  who  blend  their  faith  with 
true  for  you.”  New  Age  practices  such  as  self-help 

People  cau^t  up  in  the  New  Age  motivation,  the  wearing  of  rock 
movement  reject  Christianity  as  a  crystals  “just  in  case  they  might  do 
non-truth,  ^id  Joe  Berna,  pastor  of  some  go«l,”  meditating  at  energy 
First  Baptist  Qiurch  in  Sedona.*  vortex  areas  such  as  medicine  wheels, 

“I’ve  made  it  a  priority  to  study  and  visualizing  a  world  peace  brought 
New  Age,”  he  said.  “A  recent  CNN  about  by  the  efforts  of  people  without 
news  report  listed  Sedona  as  one  of  the  God. 

three  major  New  Age  centers  in  the  Berna  compares  people  who  blend 
world.”  New  Age  thou^t  into  their  Christian 

Sedona ’s  confluence  of  deep  red  faith  with  Old  Testament  Israelites 
rock  formations  is  unique  in  Arizona,  who  accepted  elements  of  Baal  wr- 
Bema  said.  New  Agers  flocking  to  the  ship  as  part  of  their  farming  metmds. 
mountain  town  have  fashioned  their  Doing  so  brought  on  God’s  wrath,  Ber- 
version  of  native  American  medicine  na  said. 

wheek  at  several  locations.  "A  Christian  who  truly  loves  the 

“Scientific  phenomenon  says  there  Lord  Jesus  can’t  be  involved  in  New 
is  some  kind  of  energy  in  some  of  the  Age.  because  they’re  diametrically 
rocks  here,”  he  said.  “But  I’m  convinc-  opposed,”  Berna  said.  “It  is  only  a 
ed  there  is  nothing  spiritual  in  it.  It’s  relationship  with  the  Lonl  Jesus 
like  the  copper  bracelet  some  pe<^le  Christ  that  redeems  total  man,  not 
wear  because  they  think  it  helps  thieir  anything  that  man  does  for  himself.” 
arthritis.”  Karen  Willoughby  is  a  Missions  Scr- 

New  Age  thought  is  a  blend  of  vice  Corps  volunteer  ‘Serving  as 
Eastern  Mysticism,  superstition,  the  regional  reporter  in  15  western  states, 
occult  and  American  Indian  folklore, 
with  a  strong  emphasis  on  humanism 
—  the  philosophy  that  man  has  the 
power  within  himself  to  change  his 
circumstances,  Berna  said. 

“Tl^  believe  man  has  the  ability 

to  bring  harmony  in  the  world,  and  Gatesville  Church  (Copiah):  June 
that  Christianity,  with  its  emphasis  on  24;  Phil  Mullens,  pastor, 
man’s  need  for  a  savior,  is  what  has  «  .  .  . 

caused  there  to  be  no  peace,”  he  said.  Beulah  Church,  Inverness  (Hum- 

“You  don’t  call  a  New  Ager  a  sinner.  10  a.m.;  covered 

He  thinks  he’s  G<)d”  fellowship  hall,  noon;  after- 

Efforts  to  reach  the  up  to  5,000  New  singing,  1:30  p.m. ;  to  ni^t  ser- 

Agers  in  Sedona  with  the  gdod  news  Ech^,  Pearl  guest 

that  Jesus  Christ  paid  the  price  for  McClellan,  pastor, 

their  ^ns  so  far  have  been  less  than  Bond  Church,  Bond:  June  24;  Sun- 
successful,  Berna  said.  day  School,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11 

“I  have  an  evangelist’s  heart,”  he  a.m.;  dinner  on  the  grounds,  noon; 
said.  “This  New  Age  thing  angers  me  1:30  p.m.,  special  singing  and  music; 
and  aggravates  me.  Art,  philosophy,  3  p.m.,  preaching;  Dan  Silkwood, 
beauty,  and  aesthetics  are  not  going  former  pastor, 
to  lift  up  or  redeem  these  people.  On¬ 
ly  Jesus  Christ  will. 

"There  is  no  possibility  for  harmony 
or  peace  in  the  world  until  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  comes. 

How  could  anyone  imagine  that  we 
could  have  harmony  in  the  world  with 
man  in  control?” 

Because  the  New  Age  movement  is 
touted  as  a  way  of  thinking  and 
relating  to  the  world  rather  than  as  a 
religion,  it  is  freely  accepted  on  school 

campuses  and  has  become  part  of  the  Mon.-Fri.,  11  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.; 
curriculum.  Berna  said.  LaVerne  Summerlin,  pastor. 

“I  can’t  even  pass  out  flyers  at  the 

elementary  school  about  vacation  Bi-  Ramah  Church,  McCall  Creek  FlagChapelChurch,  Jackson,  will 
ble  school,^’ he  said.  “But  New  Agers  (Franklin):  June  17-21;  John  Merck,  hold  Vacation  Bible  School,  June  18-22. 
are  able  to  pass  out  their  literature  on  Lucedale,  evangelist;  Claude  Bowlin,  Children’s  classes  will  be  from  6:30  to 
public  school  property  because  the  Ramah  Church,  music;  Sunday,  11  9  p.m.  Adult  classes  will  be  from  7  to 
administration  has  decided  New  Age  a.m.  and7n.m.;  Mon.-Tbur8.,7pim.;  9  p.m.  A  nursery  will  be  provided, 
doesn't  sound  like  religion.”  Fred  Moms,  Sr,  pastor. 

Berna  goes  to  the  medicine  wheel  Westview  Cbaxh.  JacksMi,  will 

near  First  Church  to  talk  with  the  peo-  IMm  Church  (Raaldn):  June  10-15;  have  Vacation  Bible  School  for  four 
pie  who  come  to  get  energy  frimi  the  Charles  Burnham,  evangelist;  Mon.-  year  old  through  sixth  graders,  June 
rocky  red  hillside  peppered  with  Fri.  7:30  pjn.;  VerneODtuiids,  pastor.  18-22,  from  8:45  a.m.  to  11:45  a.m. 
forest-green  scrub  piM  Westvkw  Church  is  looted  at  1910 

*1  go  to  share  the  gospel  of  Christ  Fanuhawcn  Church,  Canton:  June  McDowell  Road, 
with  those  who  will  Ust^”  he  said.  17-22;  services,  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7 

“Ith  easier  to  lead  an  alcoholic  to  the  pjn.,Mon.-Fri.,7n.m.;  JofanW.  WMe,  Byran  Church,  Jackson,  will  have 
Lord  than  a  New  Ager.”  Sr.,  pastor,  Bomi  Church,  Wiggins,  Vacation  Bible  School,  June  18-22, 

He  frequents  area  restaurants  evangelist;  Dan  Patrick,  minister  of  from  9  a.m.-noon  for  ages  3-12,  and 
favored  New  Agers  and  often  has  musi^  Center  Ihrrace,  Canton,  music  from  7-9  pm.  for  youth  grades  7-12.  A 
two-and  three-hour  one-on-one  discus-  director;  Norman  G.  Walker,  Jr,  parade  wiU  be  held  June  16  at  10:30 
sions  with  them  about  the  claims  of  pastor.  a.m.  James  D.  Whittington  is  pastor. 


Hoyt  and  Carolyn  Swann  of  Meridian,  recently  attended  an  orientation  meeting  —  Harry  C. 
for  Southern  Baptist  chaplains  and  spouses  held  at  the  Home  Mission  Board,  SBC, 
in  Atlanta.  This  orientation  was  sponsored  by  the  Chaplaincy  Division  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board,  to  provide  the  Swanns  with  current  information  on  the  organization 
and  programs  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  arx)  the  support  available  to  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  chaplains  and  spouses.  An  endorsing  service  was  held  at  Central  Church  of 
Douglasville.  Ga.  Swann,  who  serves  as  a  chaplain  with  the  U.S.  Navy,  stationed  at 
the  Naval  Air  Station  in  Meridian,  is  one  of  more  than  1,200  full-time  ^uthern  Bap¬ 
tist  military  and  civilian  chaplains. 


Homecomings 


TOLL  FREE  (800)  366-1716 

(£)verh0lt2er 


inging  and  music;  David  Carl  Smith,  Petal,  received  'Two  Mississippi  musicians  will  be 
~  “■■■  ■,  the  bachelor  of  musk  ministry  degree  featured  during  WMU  summer  con- 

;t  speaker;  special  on  May  18  from  Florida  Baptist  0)1-  ference,  July  14-20,  at  Glorieta  Con- 
lege  in  Graceville,  Fla.  ference  Center,  Glorieta,  N.  Mex. 

Carol  Joy  Sparkman  of  Clinton  will 
The  combined  choirs  of  (Hay  Coun-  ^  pianist  for  the  week.  Tommy  Byrd 
ty  churches  will  present  the  musical  Clinton  will  be  organist  for  the 
“To  Be  An  American”  at  First  week. 

Church,  West  Point,  July  1,  at  6:30  “Empowered!”  will  be  the  theme 
n  m.  for  the  conferences. 
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New,  47  passenger, 
TV  equipped  coaches 


800-748-8681 


NEEDED:  One  kuuest  and 
rettakle  kidivhfaud  with  secretarial 
skHls  interested  in  fulltime 
enplayuieut  as  CHURCH  SECRE¬ 
TARY.  Contact  Paul  Truitt 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  at 
839-2875. 


SEE  the  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
and  stay  at  KeBer’s  Gauntry  Derm 
Rcaurt  (for  gronpa  of  12  to  188) 
Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  Air- 
condMoned  lodgfog.  swimming,  |8 
tickets,  grilled  burger  cookout, 
and  breakfast  —  all  for  each! 
Call  (581)  253-8418  today! 


Some  spiritual  diseases  and  their  cures 


By  N.  Allan  Moseley 
James  4:1-5;C 

This  year  there  is  internal  conflict  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  China,  and  South  AjErica.  Turn  one 
page  back  in  the  hi^ry  iKHOks  and  there  is 
record  of  conflicts  ip 


guarantee  that  it  will  be  granted  (c.f.  Jn.  15:7).  he  sets  himself  above  the  Bible,  and  “ju^eth 
Prayerlessness  is  sin,  but  so  is  selfishness,  and  the  law,”  rather  than  allowing  the  law  to  judge 
both  result  in  unfulfilled  desires,  which  in  turn  him. 

leads  to  conflict.  The  answer  is  selflesness  —  Similar  to  the  pursuit  of  pleasure  and  pride 
the  kind  ol  attitude  in  which  we  depend  on  God’s  is  the  pursuit  of  power,  and  the  antidote  for  the 
resources  to  provide  for  God’s  will.  pursuit  of  power  is  sensitivity  to  the  will  of  God. 

Another  basic  human  problem  for  which  People  often  want  power  over  their  future 
James  shares  the  cure  is  pride,  and  the  antidote  (4:13),  but  it  is  God  who  ordains  the  future,  so 
for  pride  is  submission  to  God.  A  feeling  of  pride  we  should  be  sensitive  to  his  plan  for  our  days 
in  lotion  to  (Sod  is  the  height  of  pretense,  yet  (4:14-15;  Mt.  6:25-27,  34).  It  is  also  possible  to 
James  reminded  us  that  some  p^ple  do  seek  pursue  power  over  finances  (5:1-6),  but  James 
God  so  that  he  Will  rubber  stamp  their  own  wrote  that  such  power  is  illusory,  since  wordly 
plans  and  ambitions.  The  essence  of  pride  is  to  possessions  are  transitory  (vss.  2-3).  When 
approach  life  with  the  swaggering  supposition  wealth  is  used  as  a  leaver  to  gain  advantage  or 
that  what  I  choose  for  my  life  is  best,  so  there  to  q)press  others,  it  is  a  cause  for  the  judgment 
is  either  no  effort  to  consult  (]k)d  or  his  plan  is  of  God  (vss.  4-6).  If  we  are  able  to  have  such 
rejected  out  of  hand.  James  recwded  that  when  power  over  pthers,  it  is  only  temporary,  but 
one  becomes  proud,  (jod  becmnes  an  adversary  (jod’s  poWef  is  permanent. 

(vss.  4, 6).  The  answer  for  pride  is  submission  James  reach^  the  heart  of  man’s  sin  in  his 
to  God  (vss.  7,  10).  discussion  about  this  unholy  trinity  —  the  pur- 

It  is  also  possible  for  pride  to  surface  in  one’s  suit  of  pleasure,  pride,  and  the  pursuit  of  power, 
relationships  with  others  —  to  judge,  or  speak  However,  James  also  provided  the  antidotes  for 
evil  (lit.,  “talk  down”)  about  someone  (vss.  these  deadly  spiritual  diseases  —  selflessness, 
11-12).  In  such  a  case,  the  proud  person  has  submission,  and  sensitivity  to  God’s  will, 
made  himself  the  judge  of  others,  and  has  not  Moseley  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Durham, 
allowed  the  word  of  God  to  judge.  In  so  doing,  N.C.  (formerly  of  Bayou  View,  Gulfport). 


their  “Ipaf,”  international  conflict  is  inevitable. 

The  jhntidote  for  the  selfish  pursuit  of 
^asure  that  causes  conflict  is  selflessness. 
.  Ttfe  seHltsh  pursuit  of  pleasure  results  in  the 
unaskedprayer  of  a  self-sufficient  person  —  “ye 
have  ndtr  b^use  ye  ask  not”  (4:2).  It  is  a 
vicious  cyde  of  sin.  The'lfehly  person  covets 
something,  and  when  Bs  pursuit  of  pleasure  is 
'  i^trateCiie  is  in  conflict  with  others.  James 
says  he  would  have  what  he  desires  if  he  would 
'  ask  God  <c.f.  PS.  37:4;  Mt.  7:7),  but  he  does  not, 
because  he  is  self-sufficient.  <jo<Ts  intention  is 
that  his  children  rely  on  his  immeasurable 
strength  and  undepletable  resources,  but 
prayerlessness  is  a  message  to  God  that  we  are 
self-su^icient  and  do  not  want  his  help. 

Lest  one  think  that  James’  concept  of  prayer 
is  shallow  or  misguided,  he  also  noted  that 
<  another  result  of  the  selfish  pursuit  of  pleasure 
is  the  unanswered  prayer  of  a  selfish  person. 
Even  when  one  asks  for  something  from  God, 
it  is  asked  for  selfish  purposes,  “that  ye  may 
consume  it  upon  your  lusts”  (4:3),  thete  is  no 


Grenada,  the  Falklands,  and 
theinte^lnable  wars  ^the 
Middle  East  and  in  Ireobd. 
The  geograi^y  changi»l)ut 
the  plot  dees  not 


man  is 

fighting  with  man.  Jesus 
promised' us  that  there  will 
be  wars  and  rumdis  of  warsC 
andJamesexplainedwhy.lt 
Moseley  '  the  pujeiiit  of  pleasure 
that  causes'  conflict.  When 
two  'people  pursue  the  same  pleasure  and  in¬ 
sist  on  having  their  own  way,  Ihen  “wars  and 
fightings”  oCeur.  It  happens  every  dspf.  In  the 
home,  one  spouse  wants  to  hide  behind  the 
newspaper  and  the  other  Wants  to  talk  —  the 
result  is  a  battle,  or  at  least  a  Cold  war.  At  the 
mall,  two  motorists  want  the  same  parking 
space.  On  a  larger  scale,  two  nations  want  the 
same  land  and  resources,  and  if  both  pursue 


a  fresh  start 


challenges  them  to  accept  the  reality  of  a  (vs.  7).  The  therapy  of  meaningful  activity  and 
lengthy  sojourn  in  Babylon.  We  have  each  fac-  the  privilege  of  prayer  have  proven  invaluable 
ed  situations  where  nothing  was  more  appeal-  in  helping  persons  deal  with  heartbreaking 
ing  than  sudden  escape  Jeremiah’s  letter  to  the  realities.  Neither  false  hopes  nor  self-pity  would 
exiles  serves  as  a  reminder  that  no  matter  be  productive  for  them, 
where  we  are  and  regardless  of  our  situation.  An  elderly  black  lady  who  had  spent  weeks 
(jod  is  still  sovereign,  and  we  are  still  in  his  do-  bemoaning  an  unhappy  develcmment  in  her  life 
main.  Our  circumstances  have  not  dethroned  said,  “1  reckon  when  God  sen(fe  us  tribulation, 
him.  he  ’spects  us  to  tribulate”  But  (]rod  also  expects 

Along  with  the  unfamiliar  surroundings,  us  to  recognize  he  is  (Jod  of  the  future,  and  by 
foreign  language,  and  strange  customs  of  their  his  grace  life  can  still  go  on.  Even  as  they  were 
new  environment,  the  misery  of  the  exiles  was  grappling  with  their  exile,  God  was  preparing 
compounded  by  their  nationalistic  view  of  God.  for  their  return.  Their  problem  was  not  so  much 
Jehovah  was  basically  the  God  of  their  nation  geographical  as  it  was  spiritual.  Thus  the  need- 
with  its  temple  and  religious  trappings.  Where  ed  restoration  was  neither  to  a  place  nor  a  time, 
did  their  ca{^vity  leave  them  in  terms  of  divine  but  to  the  Lord.  It  is  he  who  enables  us  to  stand 
resources?  Jeremiah’s  letter  indicates  that  God  in  the  ashes  of  yesterday’s  dreams  and  declare, 
does  still  care  and  that  they  are  not  beyond  the  “Now  1  can  make  a  fresh  start.” 
reach  of  his  arm.  Even  here,  they  are  to  pray  Campbell  is  pastor.  Chunky  Church,  Chunky. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


True  security  can  be  found  only  in 


the  heavenly  exchange  It  can  buy  pleasure,  but 
not  happiness;  medicine,  but  not  health;  a 
house  but  not  a  home;  sex,  but  not  love; 
religious  notoriety,  but  not  inner  peace  So¬ 
meone  has  defined  true  wealth  as  that  which 
money  cannot  buy  and  death  cannot  take  away. 

Vinson  is  pastor.  Crossgates  Church, 
Brandon. 


The  phrase,  “The  upright  shall  have  dominion 
over  them  in  the  morning”  (vs.  14)  probably 
points  us  to  that  great  “resurrection  morning.” 

'The  bright  prospect  of  participating  in  tlut 
glorious  resurrection  event  is  not  someting 
which  can  be  purchased  by  any  amount  of 
money,  but  rather  it  is  received  as  .a  free  gift 
(E|:di.  2:8-9).  Earthly  wealth  has  no  value  on 


By  Tommy  Vinson  - 

Psalm  49:1-15  UNIFORM 

Two  men  were  discussing  the  recent  death  of  ^ 

a  wealthy  acquaintance.  “How  much  do  you 

think  he  left?"  inquired  one.  “He  left  it  all,”  (Psalms,  John  Phillips,  p.  386). 

^ - repliedtheother.  PSlam  49  is  The  limits  of  wealth  are  highlighted  in  verse 

a  testimony  to  the  fact  that  7 :  “None  of  them  can  by  any  means  redeem  his 
V  “we  leave  it  all.”  The  theme  brother,  nor  give  to  (Jod  a  ransom  for  him.”  This 

of  this  wisdom  psalm  is  the  emphatically  denies  the  possibility  of  man  in 
■  limitation  of  wealth.  Unlike  his  own  power  escaping  ^th.  The  combined 
W  many  of  the  other  psalms,  wealth  of  the  entire  human  race  could  not  pur- 

M  w  ^  •  its  main  purpose  is  not  to  chase  one  second  in  heaven.  When  it  comes  to 

'  lead  us  into  worshif^  but  to  salvation,  we  must  say  with  Peter,  “silver  and 
Jr  instruct  us  in  the  principles  gold  have  I  none”  (Acts  3:6).  (Jod  cannot  be 

^B||^  of  living.  In  this  respect,  it  bought  off! 

muoh  like  the,  book  of  Thm  are  at  least  two  reasons  why  we  can- 
Proverbs.  -  -  not  purchase  our  ticket  to  heaven.  First,  the 

The  opening  appeal  tvss'  I,  cost  i^too  high  (vs. -8>.  The  songwriter  ex- 

2)  is  for  alljlhe  inhabitants  of  the  earth  tolteten-  priKseB  it-besti  “W6re  the  whole  realm  of 
attentive^  to  what  is  about  to  be  said.  Petiii^  :  ;natinie  mine,  thal  were  a  pre^nt  far  too  small.” 
die  force  ^.his  appeal  IS  chte  to  the  nafor^la^  '--Crod'#  price  for  salvation  is  absolute 
df  interest  in  the  object  at  hand.  htenvnn’T^rlghiUbQ^^  hi  light  of  the  fact  that  “all  we 
from  God  does  not  enjoy  Being  remindedjor  A^tVl&rs&eeplurm.gone'astray’i  (Isaiah  53:6),and 


High  court  agrees  to  hear 
abortion-counseline  case 


own  money  for  abortion  services  must 
provide  physically  separate  facilities 
for  that  purpose. 

The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 

—  which  is  representing  a  group  of 
family  planning  clinics  and  doctors  — 
was  joined  by  the  city  and  state  of 
New  York  in  challenging  the  regula¬ 
tions  in  court.  They  argued  the  rules 

—  which  were  adopted  in  1988  —  place 
an  impermissible  bu^en  on  women’s 
constitutional,  right  w  abortion  and 
violate  the  First  Amendment’s  free 
speech  guarantee. 

The  2nd  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in 
New  York  upheld  the  regulations  last 
November. 

But  in  March  the  1st  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  struck  them  down  on  First 
Amendment  and  privacy  grounds. 
Two  district  courts  also  have  ruled 
against  the  regulations. 

The  Supreme  Court  is  expected  to 
hear  the  case  and  issue  an  opinion 
during  its  next  term. 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 
Supreme  Court  has  agreed  to  decide 
whether  r^ulations  that  bar  federally 
funded  family  planning  clinics  from 
providing  any  information  on  abortion 
are  constitutional. 

The  high  court  will  review  a  federal 
appeals  court  decision  on  federal 
r^ulations  issued  during  the  Reagan 
ac^inistration  to  implement  Title  X, 
a  1970  law  that  established  federal  fun¬ 
ding  for  family  planning  clinics. 

Title  X  currently  provides  about 
$200  million  each  >^r  to  more  than 
3,900  clinics  nationwide  serving 
almost  5  million  low-income  women. 

The  rules  prohibit  family  planning 
clinics  that  receive  federal  funds  from 
offerir^  abortion  counseling  or  refer¬ 
ral.  Clinic  employees  are  barred  from 
discussing  abortion  even  when  asked 
about  it  directly  or  from  providing  a 
list  of  abortion  providers  even  when 
asked  for  that  information. 

The  regulations  also  require  that 
any  Title  X  organization  that  uses  its 


Vinson 


Being  remindedSf  fteiitVl^sfi^haw.gone  astray’i  (Isaiah  53:6),mKl 
femporary  natare-bfr)n«'«i9fence,:  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 

Imitations  of  Ms  resourm.  It  is  app^iftt^BCf^^^MT  rBbinr3;231rnotW4)f  us  can  ever  pay  that 

price.  We  come  into  this  world  spiritually 
Bankrupt  (Eph.'  5 :1)^  Second,  we  cannot  buy 
'salvation  b^ause  the  price  has  already  been 
paid.  Yoii  can't  purchase  something  which  has 
aKpady  b^  paid  for.;  Jesus  Christ  paid  the 
trPmendO^-price  for  (MU'  ^Ivation  in  full.  “For 
as  much  as  you  know  ttiat  you  were  not  redeem¬ 
ed  with  corruptible  things  as  silver  and 
but  with  the  precious  blood  of  (Jhrist 


considerable  thought  to  the  subject,  apd  ts]hbw 
prgpatiMtIb  sl^jf^tiM  wisdoK^  h^  gl^n^, 
aiiccBie  deep  fnsi^it  he  has  (Covered  (v&'3). 

;  ffie  phAleoLiaateledaHedi^tly  infvqr^.6; 

‘•they  that  tnlSt%'th)gff'w«9M.”  Our  wrifefis 
liot  arguing  that  the  posseraion  of  wealth  is 
vjrrong.-H-ip  when  wMlth'pQSRfosses  us  that  sin 
dnters  the- pteturer'Money  tS  not  evil  Within  ,  gold. 


_  _  I - - - - ^ - -  -  —  - - - ^  ^wIVAa  .  a  .  TVll.il  VllC.  |fl^VIVUi9  a/lWVt  ao 

itself,  but  “the  love i)f  money iis  the  root  of  all  *  as  or  a  lamb  widiout  blemish  and  without  spot" 
evil”  (rHifL  6:10).  When-Barbara  Hutfon,  the  (I  Tfeter  r:'l8-19). 

\Veaithy  heieess^bf  the  Woblworth  fortune  died.  There  iS’a  marvelous  contrast  between  verse 
Ti......  t^funmAniriri  in  its  JjbituaTy  7  ahd  veTse  IS.  “None  . . .  can  by  any  means 

redeem ’Vtvs.  7),  “Blit  God  will  redeem”  (vs. 
15).  What  cannot  be  bot^ht  by  money,  can  be 
received  from  the  gracious  hand  of  a  loving 
(Jod.  'Tha'rik  God  for  the  “but  (Jod”  of  verse  15. 


marriages 


to  the  riqtt  and  famous.  Thrarticfe  concluded 
that  sbe:  VOS' “the  poor  lifile  rich  girl”  who, 
thought  isl]ie -jhnd  everytKag,- hb*  nothing 


Refugee  clings  to  newfound  freedom,  for  a  while 


AH  FREEDOM  —  Yin  Lei  (right)  is  free  to  walk  outside  in  Macao  after  years  of 
hiding  as  an  illegal  immigrant  from  China.  For  four  years  she  has  been  a  captive 
of  the  indoors,  much  like  tens  of  thousands  of  other  Chinese  in  Macao,  a  tiny  Por¬ 
tuguese  colony  bordering  China.  Now  the  governmerrt  has  given  many  illegals  tem¬ 
porary  registration.  Here  Yin  walks  with  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Janice  Dicker- 
man.  She  became  a  Christian  in  Macao  through  the  influerKe  of  another  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  arKf  attends  a  church  missionaries  helped  start.  Like  other  illegals, 
Yin  accepted  low  wages  and  poor  working  conditions  to  stay  alive.  (BP)  PHOTO  By 
Michael  Chute 

By  Michael  Chute 

MACAO  (BP)  —  Yin  Lei  of  (Thina  cond  time.  At  first,  her  life  in  Macao 
swam  through  shark-infested  waters  was  no  better  than  her  first  ex- 
to  what  she  thought  was  freedom  in  perience  there.  Then  she  met 
Macao  —  not  once  but  twice.  She'  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Mary 
hasn’t  found  full  freedom  yet,  but  she  Dickey,  who  told  her  about  Jesus  and 
has  found  Jesus  (Christ.  enrolled  her  in  Bible  study. 

The  first  time  she  fled  China,  Yin  “It  was  God's  plan  for  me  to  come 
was  told  Macao  was  a  30-minute  swim  to  Macao  to  accept  Jesus,’’  said  Yin. 
from  her  coastal  hometown  in  ■"  “ 
southern  China.  It  turned  out  to  be 
four  hours,  and  she  nearly  drowned  own 
several  times.  On  the  second  attempt,  in  Macao  I  felt  very  empty  inside.  But 
she  took  a  boat  halfway  and  swam  the  when  I  came  to  know  Jesus  all  that 
rest.  Several  times  she  was  sure  she  changed.  My  life  became  full  of  pur- 
wouldn’t  make  it.  pose’’ 

The  lure  for  Yin  Lei  was  a  sister  in  •  Dickey  and  her  husband,  Dwight, 
Macao.  A  “legal”  in  the  tiny  Por-  took  Yin  to  church  —  T 
tuguese  colony,  the  sister  was  married  went  outside.  Later  she  joined  a  new 
and  had  a  family.  To  Yin  Lei,  her  church,  Grace  Baptist,  started  by  the 
sister  lived  the  good  life.  Dickeys  and  missionaries  Bill  and 

“It  was  February  that  I  swam  out,”  *  Janet  Swan  and  Richard  and  Janice 
Yin  recalled  of  her  first  experience.  Dickerman. 

“It  was  cold  and  I  had  cramping.  If  But  the  [xoblem  of  her  illegal  status 
I  had  known  the  difficulties  I  would  remained.  At  26,  she  wanted  a  hus- 
not  have  done  that.  I  thought  constant-  band  and  her  parents  had  one  picked 
ly  that  I  would  be  arrested.”  out  for  her  in  CMna.  Also,  Yin  relt  she 

What  she  found  in  Macao  was  not  was  living  on  borrowed  time  in  Macao 
freedom  but  rather  a  cruel  kind  of  and  that  it  was  running  out.  She  saw 
prison  life.  As  an  illegal  immigrant,  no  way  out,  and  didn’t  want  to  risk  be- 
she  feared  that  if  she  walked  down  the  ing  arrest^  again, 
street  she  would  be  discovered  and  She  decided  to  return  home,  but 
sent  back.  For  four  years,  the  26-year-  Mary  Dickey  convinced  her  to  stay 
old  was  a  captive  of  the  indoors.  longer.  “Because  I  was  a  brand-new 
Now,  with  the  Macao  government  Christian,  Mary  wanted  me  to  get 
hinting  at  amnesty,  things  may  have  more  discipleship  and  Bible  study  so 
changed  for  Yin  Lei  and  thousands  of  my  faith  would  be  stronger  when  I 
other  “illegals.”  went  back,”  said  Yin,  who  also  wanted 

The  government,  overwhelmed  with  to  take  part  in  Grace  Church’s  first 
ill^ls  wanting  amnesty,  hasn’t  yet  Blaster  service, 
said  its  registration  program  means  Dickey  also  asked  Yin  to  pray  that 
amnesty  fw  everyoi^  But  authorities  the  government  would  grant  some 
are  busy  settii^  up  interviews  in  May '  sort  of  amnesty  for  illegals.  “I  wasn’t 
for  the  45,053  immigrants,  including  expecting  amnesty.”  Yin  said.  “The 
Yin,  fingerprinted  March  29  at  the  only  thing  I  was  thinking  about  was 
Macao  dog-racing  stadium.  to  become  a  more  mature  Christian 

Like  everyone  else,  Yin  doesn’t  so  when  I  went  back  to  China  I  could 
know  what  the  registration  means  for  share  with  my  family  and  friends 
her  future  in  Macao.  For  now,  official  about  Christ.” 
identification  papers  guarantee  Other  Southern  Baptist  mis- 

freedom  to  walk  through  Macao’s  sionaries  in  Macao  also  began  pray- 
busy  streets  for  the  first  tinie.  ing  that  God  would  perform  a  miracle 

Even  that  bit  of  freedom  is  worth  The  rumor  mill  runs  rampant 

something  to  her.  She  was  arrested  among  illegals  in  Macao.  Usually  they 
the  last  time  she  left  her ‘^11”  and  the  hear  about  amnesty  programs  that 
Macao  government  sent  her  back  to  don’t  materialize.  When  a  friend  call- 
Seun  Ibk  Yuen  in  China’s  Guangdong  ed  Yin  at  2  a.m.,  March  29  to  say  an 
Province.  But  instead  of  the  usual  amnesty  program  had  just  been  an- 
hardship  awaiting  those  returned  to  nounced,  she  was  skeptical.  She  didn’t 
China,  Yin  was  allowed  to  return  to  believe  the  government  would  begin 
her  old  job.  it  in  the  middle  of  the  night  and  decid- 

A  year  later,  the  desire  for  freedom  ed  to  wait  until  morning  to  catch  the 
tugged  again  and  Yin  escaped  a  se-  news. 


Palau  campaign  accelerates 

Missionary  church  growth  in  Thailand 
n€ws 

I  PORTLAND,  Ore  ( May  10, 1990) 


Baptist  leader  who  served  as  cam- 
The  number  of  Christians  in  ^ngkok,  paign  manager  for  Bangkok  ’90. 
the  capital  of  Thailand,  jump^  an  Missionaries  planted  the  first  Pro- 
estimated  five  percent  during  the  first  testant  churches  in  Thailand  160  years 
week  of  May,  according  to  a  news  ago.  Most  churches  are  members  of 
releaie^ranj^he  Luis  Palau  the  Association  of  Baptist  Churches  in 
Evangensnc  Association.  Thailand,  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 

More  than  1,940  men,  women,  and  Thailand,  or  the  Evangelical 
youth  committed  their  lives  to  Jesus  Fellowship  of  Thailand. 

Christ  during  Luis  Palau’s  The  Palau  campaign  proved  to  be 
evangelistic  campaign  in  Bangkok,  a  rallying  point  for  Thailand’s  chur- 
May  3-6.  Approximately  half  made  ches,  whatever  their  denominational 
first-time  decisions  for  Christ,  many  affiliation.  A  six-month  national 
coming  from  a  Buddhist  background,  prayer  effort  supported  the  campaign. 

Christian  leaders  in  Thailand  say  with  Thai  Christians  praying  by  name 
the  Palau  campaign  has  been  the  for  the  salvation  of  more  than  7,0(X) 
launching  pad  for  a  decade  of  un-  non-CJhristians. 
precedented  evangelism  and  church  Although  Bangkok  is  a  world  class 
growth  planned  in  their  country.  city  with  a  population  of  more  than  6 
Thou^  small  in  size  and  number,  million  peopl^  its  Christian  com- 
Bangk(w’s  Protestant  churches  have  munity  has  numbered  less  than  20,0(X). 
united  with  about  875  other  churches  The  entire  nation  has  an  estimate 
throughout  Thailand  to  make  the  1990s  1,000  churches  and  100,000  Christians, 
a  “Decade  of  Evangelism.”  Their  Living  Bibles  International  made  it 
goal :  5,000  new  Thai  churches  and  possible  for  700  trained  Bangkok  ’90 
500,000  new  Christians  by  the  year  campaign  counselors  to  give  a  free 
2000.  Thai  Gospel  of  Luke  to  every 

To  launch  this  strate^,  top  Thai  decision-maker. 

Christian  leaders  invited  global  ' 

evangelist  Luis  Palau  to  come  for 
“Bani^ok  *90  —  Answer  to  Life.”  The 
citywide  evangelistic  campaign  was  ^ 

the  first  of  its  kind  in  Thai  l^tory.  7"^  ^ ' 

Bangkok’s  Thai-Japanese  Sports  o 

Complex  was  packed  for  the  opening  ^ 

service  on  May  3,  sending  local  cam-  ~ ' 

paign  organizers  scrambling  to  ^ 

secure  overflow  seating  for  the  May  i  ►  8 

4-6  evening  meetings  with  Palau.  ■<>  ® 

This  was  the  first  time  a  public  T"'  .*■ 

stadium  has  been  used  for  a  Christian  ^  2 

event  in  Thailand.  Use  of  the  Thai-  ..n 

Japanese  Sports  Complex  for  the  ^  g 

“convention’’  was  secured  by  World  *  *-  « 

Vision.  Tjy  o 

“We’re  already  talking  about  the  **4  ^  * 

possibility  of  inviting  Luis  to  come  j 

back  again  after  a  couple  of  year’s  •  ■  § 

time  for  a  second,  larger  campaign,” 

says  Somporn  Sirikolimm,  Living  Bi-  ' '  o 

ble  International’s  Thailand  coor-  t  CD 

dinator  and  executive  director  for  '  • 

LBI’s  East  Asia  ministries.  I 

The  Palau  caihpaign  proved  I  c  .  .  I 


“If  »  weronraod’s  plan.  I  don’t  Bapiisi  missionary  fctliei  Harmon.  84, 
believe  I  woulcThave  thought  on  my  died  May  5.  She  vmrked  for  34  years 
of  coming  to  Macao  again.  Back  In  Nigeria  helping  promote  Sunday 
-  -  -  .  .  . .  _  Schools.  Nigerian  Sunday  School 

enrollment  grew  from  5,000  to  more 
than  62,000  during  her  missionary 
career.  She  also  introduced  Vacation 

_ _ _ Bible  Schools  to  Nigeria.  A  native  of 

theonTy^eshe  Whitley  County.  Ky.,  she  retired  in 
■  1972. 

Betty  Hart,  missionary  to  Chile,  is 
on  the  field  and  may  be  addressed  at 
Casilla  197,  Antofagasta,  Chile.  Bom 
in  New  Orleans,  La.,  she  grew  up  in 
Sandy  Hook,  Miss. 


Charles  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Ray, 
missionaries  to  Japan,  have  arriv^ 
in  the  States  for  furlou^  (address ;  P. 
O.  Box  332,  Purvis,  Ms.  39475).  He  is 
a  native  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  and  she 
is  the  former  Mary  Elizabeth  Gilbert 
of  Perry  County,  Miss. 


